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OBSERVATIONS 


O N 


Mr. CHuBsBs DISCOURSE 
concerning REASON, &c. 


N the late Converſation we had about 
wel the Syfficiency of Reaſon in Matters 
of Religion, I thought I had ſaid 
enough to overthrow all your Pre- 
tences for it; but it ſeems * Mr. 
« Chubb's DISCOURSE con- 
© CERNING REASON, Sc. has re-eſtabliſh*d ?? 
you in your Hypotheſis, and you are “ ſatisfy'd 


<< he has fully prov'd, that Reaſon alone is or 


« ought to be ſufficient to diſcover the F itneſs of 
every good moral Action the Goſpel enjoins, 
and the Unfitneſs of every immoral one it pro- 
„ hibits, together with the Certainty of the Motives 
<< to Religion, the Immortality of the Soul, and 


a perpetual State of Rewards and Puniſhments 


in the next World.” In particular you ſeem 
hugely pleas'd with p. 21, 22. where Repen- 
„ tance and Reformation are repreſented as proper 


«© Grounds of Forgiveneſs :** And tho? you cannot 


B | (e « fully 


2 © Obſervations on Mr. CHu BBV 


&« fully aſſent to what he argues about the Satis- 
Faction of Chriſt, yet you apprehend *twill' be 
no eaſy matter to overthrow it.” The high 
Character you gave of this Performance, made me 
deſirous of looking into it, and I am not a little 
concern'd, to ſee how precipitately you judge, and 
how miſerably miſtake a Shadow for a Subſtance. 
= Upon Examination I find, that in many Places 
| there is nothing elſe but quibbling, upon Words.; 


in moſt, the Arguments are weak and inconcluſive ; 
| and /ome Things, which you ſay are fully prov'd, 
the Author don't ſo much as attempt to prove abſo- 
{utely, but only hypothetically; and upon ſuch an 
Hypotheſis too, or Suppoſition, as I ſee no Rea- 
ſon, why you ſhould eſteem true in Fact. All this 
appears plain to me; and my Deſign in the follow- 
ing Strictures is, to induce you, (if I may be ſo 
happy) to be of the ſame Opinion. | 
Mr. Chubb would ſeem to proceed with great | 
Caution, making the Point in Debate to be, not | 
whether Reaſon be abſolutely a fufficient Guide in | 
Matters of Religion, but that it either is or ought | 
to be ſo; p. 4, 6, 29. And yet, as he muft be | 
fully 1 in the Opinion, that 's a ſufficient Guide, 
it were to be wiſh*d he had made That ſimply the 
Point to be diſputed 3 (which he might have endea- | 
vour'd to prove, by bringing what Arguments he 
could, to ſhew that it ought to be ſo ;) becauſe this, 
I apprehend, favours more of that Reverence for 
Gop, which we ſhould be careful to preſerve in 
all our Diſcourſes about him. In p. 23. he argues, t 
« Suppoſing what my Lord Biſhop of London has | 
« u' d, — proves his Point, viz. that Reaſon is not | 
« a ſufficient Guide in Matters of Religion ; yet then, 
Lay, that it does not take off the Force of my Argu- 
*« ment, — becauſe in Juſtice and Equity it ought to 
« have been ſo: And yet ' tis plain that under the 


5 Suppoſition he makes, he can have no Ground to 
| A build 
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Diſcourſe concerning RE As od, &c. 3 


build an Argument upon, but what leads directly 
to Atheiſm z which ſurely no good or wiſe Man 
will run into in Defence of his Reaſon, or rather 
than give up the Sufficiency of 1t in the Buſineſs of 
Religion. If the Matter of Fact be certain, that 
Reaſon is not a ſufficient Guide, there is no room 
to alledge, that in Juſtice and Equity it oght to be 
ſo; becauſe we cannot have better, or even ſo good 
Reaſons for that Allegation, as we have for the 
Being of a God ; (which, under this Suppoſition, 
is directly impugn'd thereby :) or ſee ſo many and 
great Abſurdities in the oppoſite Opinion, as are 
eaſily diſcernible in the Atheiſiical Scheme. 2 

But to let this paſs. If Reaſon be or ought to 
be a ſufficient Guide in Religion, it muſt be ſo in 
reſpect to, | 

Firſt, The Matter of Man's Duty: i. e. it muſt 
be capable of diſcovering what Actions, as having 
a natural Fitneſs or Unfitneſs in them, it is the Will 
of Go p we ſhould do or forbear doing. | 

Secondly, The Motives to Obedience. 

And, Thirdly, The Way and Manner how Gop 
may be appeas'd after he has been offended by 
Treſpaſſes and Sin. 

Thus far is plain: And you will readily grant, 
that, however good a Guide Reaſon is in any /wo 


of theſe Reſpects, yet, if it is, and may be defec- 


tive in the third, you mult be oblig'd then to give 
up your Point. But beſide this, it may be ot uſe 
to make the three following Obſervations. 

Firſt, That you muſt be underſtood in this Ar- 
gument to ſpeak univerſally, as well concerning the 
meaneſt of the People, Cottagers and Day-Labour- 
ers of a low Genius and poor natural Parts, as thoſe 
of the moſt extraordinary Talents and Capacities. 
don't ſee upon what Grounds it can be affirm'd 
that any one by the Dint of Reaſon alone can draw 


out a compleat Syſtem of Religion 5 give an _— 
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4 Obſervations on Mr. CuusBs's 


Plan of all our Duties; and prove the Immortality 
ot the Soul, Sc. by juſt and neceſſary lations. 
But ſuppoſing ſuch an one as Plato could do this; 
As there is undoubtedly a Difference in the Size of 
Mens Souls, and all are not born with a Genius 
equal to Plato's, what would this ſignify to the 
Bulk of Mankind, who neither are oblig'd to re- 
ſign themſelves up implicitly to any human Authv- 
rity, nor ſeem capable of being taught much of 
Religion, by abſtract Reaſonings from the Nature 
and Relations of Things? It is well obſerv'd by 
Mr. Lock, that * “ The greateſt Part of Man- 
kind want Leiſure or Capacity for Demonſtra- 
tion; nor can carry a Train of Proofs, which 
in tbat Way they muſt always depend upon for 
* Conviction, and cannot be requir'd to aſſent to 
« till they ſee the Demonſtration. Where-ever 
they ſtick, the Teachers are always put upon 
« Proof, and muſt clear the Doubt by a Thread 
of coherent DeduCtions from the firſt Principle, 
«© how long or how intricate ſoever that be. And 
* you may as ſoon hope to have all the Day- 
«© Labourers and Tradeſmen, the Spinſters and 
© Dairy-maids perfect Mathematicians, as to have 
* them perfect in Etbicks this Way.“ 

But beſide this, I may obſerve farther, that if 
the Principle you maintain be true, it mult neceſſa- 
rily be ſo: i. e. it is a thing impoſſible and a Contra- 
diction that it ſhould be otherwiſe ; and therefore 
the Truth of it muſt not be left to reſt upon ſuch a 
Contingency, as the riſing up of ſo extraordinary a 
Genius, as few Nations or Ages ever produc'd. 
In ſhort, you muſt maintain that uo one Perſon is 
or ought to be ſent into the World with a Head fo 
meanly furniſh'd, as not to be able, without any 
Aſſiſtance in the leaſt from other People, to find 


* Vol. II. p- 535. 
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Diſcourſs concerning REASON, Go. 5 


aut all the Duties and Motives of Religion. This, 


I take, to be a natural Conſequence from your Prin- 
ciple: And therefore a late Advocate for Reaſon 
maintains that Men of the meaneſt Abilities “ may 
find out every Part of true Religion without a Re- 
velation from Go bp, or any Inſtructions from other 
Men, and that Reaſon is as certain a Guide for 
rational Creatures, as Inſtinct is for irrational. 
Secondly, Lou muſt not eſtimate the Sufficiency 
of Reaſon in this Argument, by what it has a bare 
phyſical Power of doing. Suppoſe a Man to be 
under ten thouſand times more Temptations than 
any one ever was; there is a bare phy/ical Poſſibi- 


lity ariſing from his Nature, as a free Agent, of 


his living all his Life-time, (be it ever ſo long) 
without committing ſo much as one wilfu! Sin 
But who would deem him capable in a moral Ac- 
count, or ſufficiently qualify*d to live ſo upon that 
flender Bottom? In like manner, as to the Know- 
ledge of our Duty, and of the Motives to it; Sup- 
poſe there is no abſolute Impoſſibility of its being 
attain*'d by the Dint of Reaſon ; is this Ground 
enough for ſaying Reaſon 1s a ſufficient Guide as 
to theſe Matters? No certainly, as the World 
would generally underſtand the Term /uffcient, in 
this Inſtance ; but *tis neceſſary to conſider farther, 
whether every Individual (if left to the Guidance 


of Nature only) may attain this Knowledge with 


reaſonable Eaſe and Facility, ſo as to be a proper 


Object of eternal Puniſhment, it he does not make 


thoſe Diſcoveries in order to a correſpondent Prac- 
rice, as well as of Rewards, in caſe he does. 
Then as to the other Point, that Reaſon o4ght to 
be ſufficient, this can be pleaded only Hypothetically, 
on a Suppoſition (never prov'd to be true in any one 
pertinent Inſtance) of People's having no other 


* Chriſtianity as old, Cc. p. 234, 276, — 281, 295. 
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Light than that of Nature, and no Opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with Revelation. For GoDp 
may beſtow his Gitts in what Manner he pleaſes, 
and let Reaſon be as detective as it will, this is no 
abſolute Ground of Complaint z becauſe that Defect 
may be ſupply'd by Revelation; and where-ever 
it is, or might have been ſo, (if the Aids of Reve- 
lation had been duly ſought after:) there is no 
room to ſay, that Reaſon ought to have been 
ſtronger and more extenſive. 

Laſtly, I underſtand your Meaning to be, that 
Man by the Light of Nature may not only avoid 
Miſery, and make ſure of a happy State in the 
next World, but alſo that he is or ought to be able; 


by the Duct of that Light ozly, to intitle himſelf 


to the /ame Degree of Happineſs hereafter, as any 


under the Goſpel are intitled ro. This is a natural 


Conſequence trom your Principles; and unleſs you 
will maintain this, you only argue a ditto ſecundum 
quid, ad diftum ſimpliciter, which is bad Logick. 
For let Reaſon be what it will in ne View and one 
particular Reſpect, this is not Ground enough for 
aſſerting in general, that it is or ought to be a ſuffi- 
cient Guide in Religion: The natural Import of 
which is, that it is, or ought to be ſo in every View 
and every Reſpect. And if this be what you mean, 
you may bethink yourſelf of ſome Proof of it. 
Certain it is, Mr. C. has prov'd nothing like it. 

Theſe Obſervations being premis'd, I will go 
over the Particulars bcfore laid down, beginning 
with the Matter of our Duty. For the clearer 
Diſcuſſion of which, I will 

Firſt, Set forth why I believe Reaſon is ot ſuffi- 
cient as to the Matter thereof, or not capable of 
diſcovering what Actions, as having a natural Fit. 
neſs or Unfiineſs in them, it is the Will of Gop we 
ſhould do, or forbear doing. After which I will 
examine, | 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Whether Mr. C. has prov'd that 
Reaſon is a ſufficient Guide in this reſpect. Or, 

Laſtly, Whether he has prov'd it g to 


be ſo. 
To begin with the firſt Head. That there is a 
moral Law of fix*d and ſtanding Obligation, regu- 


+ lating our Conduct with reſpect to Gop, our 


Neighbour, and Ourſelves, and requiring us to co 
ſome Actions, and to forbear others, is paſt doubt; 
And we, who have the Advantage of Revelation, 
know how to reduce theſe Actions to their proper 
Claſs. For Inſtance, we know that to forgive the 
moſt provoking Injuries, to love our Enemies, to 
worſhip Go p in Spirit and in Truth, &c. are good 
Actions, and Duties to be perform'd. On the 
other hand we know, that Self- murder, inward 
Concupiſcence, Idolatry, worſhipping Go thro” 
a Mediator not of his Appointment, Sc. are evil 
Actions, and to be avoided by us. But the Query 
is, whether Reæſon could have made the ſame Diſ- 
coveries? To enable myſelt to judge of which, [ 
have conſider'd what I could collect myſelf, or 
have found collected by others, concerning the 
Morality of the Heathens; And ſince the moſt 
civiliz'd Heathen Nations we ever heard of, were 
ſunk deep into the vileſt Principles; ſince the 
greateſt of their Philoſophers never ſer forth any 
thing like a compleat Syſtem of Ethicks, deduc'd 
from plain Principles of Reaſon, and comprehend- 
ing all the Branches of our Duty ; but inſtead of 
that fell into numberleſs groſs Errors, calling 
Good Evil, and Evil Good; upon 2heſe Accounts, 
I know not how to believe, that azy Man by the 
unaſſiſted Strength of his own Mind, can draw out 
a Pandeft of the Law of Nature. fit tv be a Stan- 
dard to all Mankind, and to which they ought to 


conform their Manners: Much leſs can I believe 


chat every Individual, of however mean a Capacity, 
B 4 | can 
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can poſſibly do this; and much leſs ſtill, that he 
can do it with reaſonable Eaſe and Facility, ſo as 


to be a meet Object of eternal Puniſhment in caſe 


he ſhould fail therein: Laſtly, if all this were 
made plain, it would ſtill remain a Doubt, whe- 
ther a mere Pagan, not having the ſame ſound 
and elevated Notions of Gop, his Eſſence, Works, 


and Ways ; nor the ſame Grounds or Motives for 


believing in, loving, and obeying Gop; nor 
being in 1 the ſame Covenant-Relation with Go p, 
as a Chriſtian, can ſecure an equal Meaſure of 
Bleſſedneſs in the Life to come. 

Not to mention what others have done, the 
Biſhop of London has ſhewn, that tho* f the 
Light of Nature might in general ſuggeſt to 
«© Men the Reaſonableneſs of joining in Worſhip, 
yet in what Manner Go Dp would be worſhipp'd, 
and in what Way they might perform a Service 
„that would be acceptable to him, was under- 
6 ſtood by the antient Heathens, to be a Point, 
* which the Wit and Penetration of Man could 
&« not fix and determine ;** that $ while ſome 
« affirm'd that Virtue and Vice, as founded in 
« the Nature of Things, were eternal and un- 
«+ changeable, it was the Doctrine of others, that 
e nothing was good or evil, juſt or unjuſt, right 
*© or wrong, otherwiſe than as the Laws and Cuſ- 
«© toms of particular Countries determin*d,*? He 
has ſhewn, ** Plato taught the Expedience and 
&« Lawfulneſs of expoſing Children in particular 
% Caſes, and Ariſtotle allo of Abortion, At 
„ Athens, the great Seat and Nurſery of Philoſo- 
„ phers, it was laid down for a Rule, that Infants, 


* Clarke's Expoſ. of the Ch. Cate chiſm, p. 9. Foſter's Uſe- 


tulneſs, Truth, and Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, p. 32, 


Edit. 2. 
+4 Second Paſtoral Letter, p. 15. 
§ loid. p. 20, P. 27, 
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Diſcourſe concerning Rx As ov, G W. 9 
which appear'd to be maim'd, ſhould either be 
kill'd or expos'd. — Many of the Philoſophers 
maintain'd the Lawfulneſs of Self- murder. Not 


only the Epicureans and others, but even Plato 
himſelf allow'd Fornication, and, which is more 


ſhocking, a Community of Wives. The moſt 


famous among them were known not only to 
approve but practiſe unnatural Luſt. To which 


we may add the Cynicks, who laying aſide the | 


natural Reſtraints of Shame and Modeſty, com- 
mitted the Acts of Luſt, like brute Beaſts, openly 


and in the ſight of the Sun: And the Stoicks, . 


who held that no Words or Speech of any kind 
ought to be avoided or cenſur'd as filthy and 
obſcene.” Farther it is obſerv'd, that“ in 
private Life we cannot reaſonably hope or expect 
to find among them the great Virtues of Love, 
Meekneſs, and Forgiveneſs, when we find So- 
crates declaring it neither unjuſt nor revengetul 
to rejoice in the Calamities of our Enemies; and 
Cicero expreſsly approving and profeſſing Re- 
venge; and Ariſtolle ſpeaking of Meekneſs not 


only as a Defect of the Mind, and as carrying in - 


it too great a Diſpoſition to forgive, but calling 
the patient enduring of Reproach the Spirit of a 
Slave.“ 

This and a great deal more is excellently argued 
this learned Prelate. Let us now hear Mr. C. 
It is true that Creatures endow*d with Reaſon, 
when they neglect or abuſe that noble Faculty, are 
liable to run into the moſt vile and abominable Opi- 


&« nions and Practices; and this is abundantly evident 
from my Lord Biſhop of London's Account of this 
Matter: But, that Reaſon, when duly and faith- 
« fully exercis*d, is not a ſufficient Guide in Matiers 


66 


of Religion, does by no means follow from any thing 


P. 39; 
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« which his Lordſhip has advanc'd on this Head.“ 
p. 23. This you © apprehend is a ſatisfactory 
Reply to all that his Lordſhip has ſaid concern- 
ing the vile Principles and Practices of the Hea- 
<< thens.” Be it ſo: His Lordſbip has argued from 
ſeveral her Topics, and maintains the Inſuffi- 
ciency of Reaſon upon the * joint Evidence ariſing 
from the Whole. Mr. C. has been far from di- 
ſtinctly replying to his Lordſhip's Obſervations 
and yet if Reaſon be inſufficient in any one Inſtance 
aſſign'd by his Lordſhip, he muſt either give up 
his Point, or turn Athei/t. But let us conſider the 
Force of his Anſwer to this /ingle Head. His 
Meaning is, that it does not follow ab/olutely, in 
the Way of ſtrict Proof and Demonſtration, from 
any thing his Lordſhip has ſaid upon it, that Rea- 
fon is not a ſufficient Guide; in which he difcovers 

at Heedleſneſs; becauſe it was not his Lord- 
ſhip's Buſineſs or Deſign, in remarking how vile 
the Principles and Practices of the Heathens in all 
Ages have been, to give an abſolute Proof of the 
Negative, — that Reaſon is not capable of diſco- 
vering the Whole of human Duty ; (a Thing, im- 
poſſible to be done, tho' the Matter of Fact were 
ever ſo true: ) but to produce, all things conſi- 
der'd, a reaſonable Degree of moral Evidence in 
Favour of it. If it were certain that no Heathen 
ever drew out a juſt Syſtem of Ethicks, but that 


all of them were ignorant of ſome great and impor- 


tant Points of Duty, and had very vile Notions in 
ethers, I ſuppoſe Mr. C. would ſtill ſtand out, 
wmputing all this, not to any Inſufficiency in Rea- 
ſon to have inſtructed them better, but to their 
own Default in not uſing it aright; and *tis very 
plain he might do it upon the ſame Bottom he 
now does. But how then are we to judge of the 


Second Paſtoral Letter, p. 13, 14. | 
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Diſcourſe concerning RE asoN, &c. 11 
Strength of Man's Underſtanding ? By what Me- 


thod of Inveſtigation ſhall we come to determine, 
whether Reaſon is or is not a ſufficient Guide in 
theſe Matters? I know of no better and indeed 
no other than this, to obſerve as well as we can, 
by converſing with Heathens, or reading their 
Books, or examining what others have wrote faith- 
fully about them, how far unaſſiſted Reaſon has 
actually went, or whether any one by the Exerciſe 
thereof did ever draw out a compleat Syſtem of 
thoſe Duties which Man owes to Go p, his Neigh- 
Hour, and Himſelf? 'Tis eaſy to fit down and ſay 
a great many fine things about the Dignity of 
Man's Nature, and the Excellence of his Under- 
ſtanding ; but unleſs we build upon Hiſtory, Expe- 
rience, and Obſervation, *twill all be no better than 
a Romance, or the whimſical Offspring of a diſtem- 

r'd Fancy. We know ourſelves to be endow'd 
with Underſtanding, and 'tis eſſential to Man's 
Character to be ſo; but this alone is no Evidence 
that we could of ourſelves, and without any manner 
of Aſſiſtance from Revelation, have diſcover'd the 
whole Compaſs of moral Duty, unleſs the loweſt 
Order of Intelligences, and the loweſt Individual 
of that Order, which Gop either has, or can 
create, mult be ſuppos'd capable of making the 
ſame Diſcoveries. We muſt therefore have recourſe 
to Obſervations, and judge of Man's natural Abi- 
littes, or what he can do, by what he has done. 
This is the Way, which the excellent Prelate above- 
mention*d has taken; and if the Inſtances he has 
produc*d of the vile Principles and Practices of the 
moſt civiliz*d and learned among the old Heathens, 
don't abſolutely prove the Inſufficiency of Reaſon, 
yet they make it exceeding probable, and afford as 
much Evidence in the Caſe, as can reaſonably be 
requir*d, or the Caſe will bear. It could not be 
expected of his Lordſhip, that he would, in the 
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ſtrict and abſolute Senſe, prove the Negative : viz. 
that zo Man by the Dint of Reaſon can draw out 
an exact Plan of the moral Law. *Tis enough, 
that he has made it morally certain; or (which is 
all that could be requir'd of his Lordſhip) that he 
has at leaſt, given a ſtrong preſumptive Proof that 
every Individual, of however mean a Capacity, is 
not equal to this great Work; and *tis ſtrangely 
abſurd to maintain that a Mankind are very well 
qualify*d for doing that, which never yet was 
prov'd to have been done by any one, and which 
the moſt eminent Heathens are known to have fail'd 
in. Mr. C. had his Lordſhip's Obſervations be- 
fore him, bur ſlips over them in a moſt unaccount- 
able manner. It might have been expected, that 
he would have inſtanc'd in ſome body or other, 
who, by a due and faithful Exerciſe of his Reaſon, 
not only arriv'd nearer to Perfection in moral 
Science, but alſo drew out a full and faultleſ5 
Draught of it, fit to be copy'd by the whole Spe- 
cies. This would have had ſome Weight in the 
Controverſy, but nothing ſhort of this will be of 
any Service. | 

Suppoſe it to be a Matter in Debate, whether 
the Satellites of Saturn can be diſcover'd by the 
naked Eye. Galilzo might, for the Honour of his 
own Invention, produce the Teſtimonies of ten thou- 
fand People, who, notwithſtanding they made re- 

ated Trials, never diſcover'd them without the 
Help of a Teleſcope. An Adverſary might alledge, 
that theſe Inſtances, and ten million times as man 
more, cannot prove or demonſtrate the Point. They 
might not make their Obſervations at proper Sea- 
ſons; their viſive Faculty might be originally 
weak, or ſome way or other ſince impair'd. All 
this is very true, and thus far he would proceed 


_ plauſibly enough; but to ſtop here, would be to 


ſpoil all, and make himſelf ridiculous. He muſt 
„ 
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go on, and produce Inſtances to contront thoſe on 
the other Side; Inſtances of People, who have 
ſeen theſe Phænomena with the naked Eye; other- 
wiſe, notwithſtanding Galilæo's Argument proceeds 
negatively, all ſober Judges will readily believe the 
Truth lies on his Side. In like manner here; ' tis 
not enough to ſay his Lordſhip's Reaſoning does 
not abſolutely conclude, or carry Demonſtration with 
it. This may and does ariſe from the Nature of 
the Caſe, as not admitting of /uch ſtrict Proof. 
Nevertheleſs his Lordſhip has ſaid enough, all 
things conſider*d, to ſilence any reaſonable Adver- 
fary. There were no greater Men among the old 
Heathens, than Socrates, Plato, Ariſtotle, and Tully : 
and yet theſe, as well as the lower Sort of People, 
notwithſtanding the Strength of their Genius's, the 
Inquiſitiveneſs of their Tempers, the great Pains they 
were at in reading, meditating, and diſputing ; I may 
add alſo, notwithitanding all the Helps they had one 
way or another from Revelation, taught Doctrines 
which ſet Men looſe from the Obligation of Duty, 
maintain*d Principles deſtructive of all Virtue, and 
approv'd and recommended Practices of an enor- 
mous Nature. This is ſtrongly in Favour of the 
Negative. What has Mr. C. to reply to it? What 
Inſtances can he bring of inere Heathens more 
knowing than theſe, or that form'd to themſelves 
a better, a more exact, and in every Reſpect a juſt 
Syſtem of Morality? He neither makes mention, 
nor gives the leaſt Hint of any ſuch; and yet till 
fomething like this be done, *tis obvious enough, 
he will but trifle, -and not be able to gain his Point. 
In ſhort, our Author don't ſeem to conſider what 
Part he takes in the Argument, and, notwith- 
ſtanding he has been ſo frequent a Dabbler in Con- 
troverſy, is ſtill tranſgreſſing one great Rule of it, 
ſnuffling himſelf into the Defenſive, when the Op- 
ponency belongs to him, and 1s his proper Buſineſs. 

He 
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therefore he muſt bring forth his ſtrong Reaſons, 
and make it plain. The Proof lies upon him, and 
he has no Right, *tis diſingenuous and abſurd to 
aſk for a ſtrict Proof of the Negative. Neverthe- 
leſs the Biſhop of London has advanc'd a great Way 
in Favour of it; far enough to render it unreaſon- 
able in any one to inſiſt on the oppoſite Side of the 
ueſtion, till another Sort of Heathens ſhall ariſe, 
I mean Men of more Acutenefs and deeper Pene- 
tration in divine Matters, than the World has hi- 
therto been acquainted with. If Mr. C. knows of 
any ſuch, this will give ſome Colour to his Pre- 
tence; but whatever he thinks fit to urge from any 
other Topic, tis eaſy to prognoſticate *rwill be of 
little Service. However I mult conſider, 
Secondly, What he has urg'd, and whether it 
proves Reaſon to be a ſufficient Guide as to the 
Matter of our Duty. One of his Pleas is, / 
« Reaſon be a proper Fudge in Matters of Revelation 
« (which I think is an allowed Caſe ;) then ſurely no 
« Reaſon can be given, why it ſhould not be a ſufficient 
« Guide in Matters of Religion, ſceing one ſeems to 
« be as much within the Province [ Power] of Reaſon 
« as the other, and what is a proper [competent] 
C Qualification for the former, ſeems equally to be a 
« proper [competent] Qualification for the latter.“ 
p. 28. Here again he forgets himſelf, requiring 
Reaſons from others, when *tis his own proper 
Buſineſs to give them; and 'tis a ſhrewd Sign he 


finds himſelf at a Loſs in the Opponency, when he 


is ſo forward to turn to the Defenſive. If he thinks 


| Reaſon is as competent a Guide in one Caſe, as in 


the other, he may prove it, when he can. In the 
mean time I ſhall go on to believe, that 'tis oze 
thing to learn the Immortality of the Soul, a Judg- 
ment to come, (for to hee Points alſo his Argu- 
ment reaches) and other great Truths of Religion, 

from 
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from the Writings of inſpir'd Men, vouching their 
Miſſion from Heaven by a Series of Miracles: 
Another and more difficult, to make a Diſcovery 
of theſe Truths by the Workings of our own Brains; 
and that the /ame Degree of natural Reaſon, which 
qualifies a Man to do the former, will not qualify 
him to do the latter. It requires no great Reach of 
Thought to diſcover what Duties the Goſpel en- 
Joins, and what Motives it propoſes ; that its Doc- 
trines are worthy of Gop, carrying no Repug- 
nancy to the juſteſt Notions we have of him; and 
that Chriſt and his Apoſtles had Credentials from 
Heaven. An illiterate Chriſtian may eaſily ſatisfy 
himſelf in all this, as Experience ſhews ; but that 
the ſame important Truths, which he is fully afſur*d 

of, by reading them in his Bible, ( Truths, which 
| the molt learned in all the Schools of Greece and 
Rome were either quite ignorant of, or doubtful 
| about:) he could as eaſily have diſcover'd by the 
4 Uſe of his own Reaſon, is, what I cannot conceive, 
and Mr. C. will never be able to prove. Every 
one may obſerve, /ays Mr. Lock, a great many 
&« Truths, which he receives at firſt from others, 
« and readily aſſents to as conſonant to Reaſon, 
„ which he would have found it hard, and per- 
„ haps beyond his Strength, to have diſcover'd 
« himſelf. Native and original Truth is not fo 
„ caſily wrought out of the Mine, as we, who 
have it delivered, ready dug and faſhion'd into 
« our Hands, are apt to imagine. And how often 
at fifty or threeſcore Years old are thinking Men 
„ told, what they wonder how they could miſs 
66 thinbing of? Which yet their own Contem— 


« plations did not, and poſſibly never would have 
c help'd them to.” 


* Vol. II. p.532. See alto, to the ſime Purpoſe, Dr. Clarke's 
Sermons, Vol. IX. p. 166. 
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Again Mr. C. argues, 1f Reaſon is at all a 

« Guide in Matters of Religion, (which, I think, 

«< will not be deny'd; then ſurely it may be [it is] a 

& ſufficient Guide; becauſe one Part of our Duty is as 

« agrecable to Reaſon, and (for any thing that ap- 

«< pears to the contrary) is as eaſy to be diſcover'd by 

* it as another.” p. 28. A ſtrange kind of Argu- 

ment indeed ! As much as to ſay, If Reaſon will 

teach a Man he ſhould honour his Parents, and 

love his Friends, it will alſo teach him he ſhould 

love his Enemies ; a Duty, which the moſt eminent 

Heathens don't ſeem ever-to have dreamt of: Or 

thus, If Reaſon might teach us not to murder one, 

who has done us an Injury, it might as readily 

teach us, not to withhold a Aindne/s from him, 

which lies in our Power. I can't ſee by what 

Logick the Antecedent and the Conſequent can be 

brought together. The Thought is ſo extrava- 

t, that he never attempts to prove it, but is 

glad to ſlide away out of his own Province, pre- 

tending that zothing appears to the contrary.” 

Beſides, what if one Part of our Duty is as eaſy to 

be diſcover*d by Reaſon as another? Why muſt 

the Matters of Religion be confin*d to the Duties 

of it? Why was no notice taken of the Motives ? 

Or is it Mr. C's Opinion, that if Reaſon is at all 

a Guide in Matters of Religion, or can diſcover 

any one /ingle Duty of it; then ſurely it may be 

and is a ſufficient Guide, i. e. able to diſcover not 

only all the other Duties, but alſo the Motives to 

Obedience ? This his Argument requires him to 

ſay ; but he may as well hope to connect or bring 
together the two Poles, as theſe two Poſetions. 

I I have been looking whether there 1s any other 

„ Paſſage, that will come under this Head, but none 

118 occurs. Hitherto then I have proceeded ſecurely, 

SHEER having met with no Oppoſition worth ſpeaking of, 

1 nothing that deſerves the Name of an 9 
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Mr. C. indeed ſeems conſcious that this Point, if 
left to reſt upon its own Bottom, is utterly inde- 
fenſible; and therefore he touches it but ſoftly and 
with a trembling Hand, breaking off.from his 
feeble Attempts to prove it with theſe Words ; 


C FHowgver this is not the Point I undertook to main- 
&© tain; that being &c.“ p. 29. The main Ar- 
ticle, and what he moſt confides in, is ſtill behind, 


and will now be conſider'd under the laſt Enquiry, | 
VIZ, 


Thirdly, Whether Mr. C. 74 prov*d that 


Reaſon ought to be a ſufficient Guide as to the 
Matter of our Duty. Having obſerv'd that Man 


& in his natural State, when deſtitute of divine Reve- 
lation, is ſuppos'd to be an accountable Creature, — 


t© who will be amply rewarded or ſeverely puniſh'd i in 


te another World, according as he behaves in this; 


he goes on to argue, Now admiiting this to be 


& the Caſe, then, I jay, that Man has a Kight, by 
e the Laws of common Equity, to be inveſted with 
&* ſuch a Capacity or Power, as is ſufficient ( when 
& duly exercis'd) to diſcover what it is he is account- 
« able for; — becauſe if the Caſe be otherwiſe, then 
*© be is unfairly and unequally dealt with.” p.'4, 5. 
The like Argument occurs in ſeveral other Places, 
and *tis, I think, the only one he produces on this 
Occaſion. In Anſwer to it, I obſerve, Firſt, That 
you read with very little Attention indeed, if you 
take this for a full and abſolute Proof. It is built 
entirely on the Suppoſition of Men's being deſtitute 
of all Advantages from Revelation, and yet de- 


ſign'd for ample Rewards and Puniſhments in the 
next World, according to their Behaviour here; 


ſo that chore is no more Concluſiveneſs, no more 
Truth, abſolutely ſpeaking, in this Way of Rea- 


, ſoning, than there is Truth in that Suppaſition; 


1. e. (for ought ever appear*d) none at all. But 
this will come under Conſideration in another Place. 
C I 
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1 obſerve therefore, Secondly, That admitting the 
Caſe to be, as he ſuppoſes, yet {till his Argument 
is far from proving what you apprehend it does. 
For what if Tilenys, by the bare Uſe of his own 
Reaſon, may diſcover all that himſelf will be ac- 
countable for? this only ſhews the Goodneſs of 
Gop, that he is no Egyptian Taſk-maſter, not at 
all the Sufficiency of Tilenus's Reaſon. G0 D Al- 
mighty may overlook what Errors or Ignorances 
he pleaſes 3 but does his Goodneſs alter the Nature 
and Properties of Things? make Ignorance to be 
no Defc& of Knowledge, and Blindneſs to be the 
ſame, as the cleareſt Eye-ſight? According to 
Mr. C's Way of Thinking, *twill be no Diminu- 
tion to Tilenus's Knowledge in religious Matters, 
let him make ever ſo many Blunders and Miſtakes, 
concerning the natural Fitneſs of ſuch and ſuch 
Actions, provided they are not imputed to him, 
and his Ignorance will be zo Ignorance, if it be but 
Invincible, He may be incapable of ſeeing any 


Unfitneſs in the Idolatry and Superſtition of his 


Country, in Self-murder, expoſing weak and ſickly 
Infants, or revenging an Injury ; and yet it ſeems, 
notwithſtanding all this, his Reaſon will be a ſuffi- 
cient Guide in all religious Matters; becauſe for- 
ſooth theſe Errors, being ſuppos'd to be altogether 
involuntary, will not be reckon'd to him; which 
is a Way of Reaſoning that a Man of plain good 
_ would never have thought of on this Occa- 
ion. 

The Truth is, our Author does nothing elſe but 
quibble, and deſcends to the loweſt piece of So- 


Phiſtry, playing upon Words. He does not uſe 


his Terms uniformly in one Senſe, but makes them 
ftand tometimes for one Idea, ſornetimes for ano- 
ther, as will beſt ſerve his Turn, and the preſent 
Exigence requires. To have proceeded fairly in 
his Argument, according to the natural Import of 

Its 
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it, and as every Reader might have expected, he 
ſhould have endeavour'd to prove that Reaſon 
ought to be a ſufficient Guide with reſpect to reli- 
gious Matters, in the ſame Latitude of the Ex- 
preſſion, i. e. capable of making the ſame Diſco- 
veries, as he maintains it is ſufficient ; but this he 
never attempts to do, and the Matters of Religion 
in one Caſe are ſtrangely different from, and may 
be diametrically oppoſite to, thoſe in the other. 
When he aſſerts Reaſon tis a ſufficient Guide, he 
means no leſs, than that it can of itſelf draw out a 
perfet? Syſtem of the moral Law. This is plain 
from the Arguments above-mention'd, which he 
endeavours to prove it by; viz. that Reaſon is as 
well quality*d to be a Guide in Matters of Religion, 
as to be a Judge in Matters of Revelation; and 
that, if it be at all a Guide, it mult be a ſufficient 
one, becauſe one Part of our Duty is as eaſily diſ- 
coverable by it, as another. But whenever he 
argues that Reaſon ozght to be a ſufficient Guide, 
he conſtantly ſinks his Note, affixes a new and 
narrower Set of Ideas to his Words, and, what- 

ever he would be thought ro do, proves no more, 
than that any Man in a State of Nature is capable 
of diſcovering whatever Himself will be accountable 

for. This, I fay, is the utmoſt he proves, and 
the Argument, from the Juſtice and Equity of 
Gop, cannot poſſibly be puſh'd a jot farther. 
But then, whom does Mr. C. oppoſe in this? Has 
the Biſhop of London deny'd it? No, His Lord- 
ſhip ſays expreſsly, * If it appear'd that Go 
«. would judge Men for the Tranſgreſſion of any 
„ Duty, which they did not and could not know 
eto be their Duty, it would be difficult to 
© reconcile ſuch a Proceeding to the divine Juſtice z 
« bur ſince the contrary to this is true, and it is 


* Second Paſtoral Letter, p. 45. FO 
C 2 6 certain 
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© certain Go p will not puniſn Men for invincible - 
« Ignorance, ſurely he is at liberty? Sc. Again, 
* «© Tho' the Light of Reaſon is but dim, yet 
«© they who have no better Light to walk by, and 
e ho honeſtly make ufe of that, as the only 
Guide GO p has given them, cannot fail to be 
% mercifully dealt with by infinite Juſtice and 
*© Goodneſs.” And yet he very conſiſtently main- 
tains, that Reaſon is not a ſufficient Guide in Mat- 
ters of Religion, meaning by thoſe Matters what 
he ought to mean by them, and uſing the Phraſe 
in the proper, ordinary Senſe, in that very Senſe 
which Mr. C. himſelf uſes it in, whenever he aſſerts 
that Reaſon zs ſufficient in religious Matters. In 
ſhort, our Author's Doctrine plainly ſtated is this, 
That Reaſon either is a ſufficient Guide in 
Matters of Religion, i. e. capable of drawing out 
a juſt Syſtem of Morality, fit to be a Standard to 
the whole Species, and as exact as that, which it 
finds reveal'd in the Goſpel: or elſe it ought to be 
a ſufficient Guide in the VERY SAME MAT- 
TERS, that is to ſay, capable of diſcovering all, 
(be it much, or little, or next to nothing) that this 
or that Man, who has no better Guide than his 
Reaſon, will be accountable for. This 1s the ut- 
moſt that can be made of it; and whether ſuch 
quibbling upon Words 1s becoming any Writer, 
yourſelf may judge. I conclude with obſerving, 
that in the former of theſe Articles he oppoſes the 
Paſtoral Letter, but trifles egregiouſly when he 
attempts to prove it: In the latter he would /eem 
to oppoſe it, notwithſtanding the excellent Author 
has, as plainly as Words can expreſs it, taught the 
ſame Thing. " | 
proceed now to the Sg cop general Head, 
viz. Whether Reaſon is or ought to be a ſufficient 


* Ibid. p. 46. 
os Guide 
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Guide as to the Motrve, of Religion. This is a 
Point of the utmoſt Conſequence in the Debate. 
The Motives to Action enter into the Diſpoſition of 
the Agent, and are of neceſſary Conſideration to- 
wards fixing the moral Character of the Act, whe- 
ther good or evil. A Thing may be materially 
good, or have a natural Utility; but, unleſs it be 
done with Þ heavenly Views, in Obedience to the 
Will of Gop, and becauſe *tis acceptable to him, 
tis nothing in moral Account, and has no more 
Virtue or Religion belonging to it, than there is 
in the Services of an Horſe or Mule, that have no 
Underſtanding. 

One might have expected therefore, that Mr. C. 
would have 5ſt told us plainly what the proper 
Motives of Religion are, what Ends a Man, as a 
moral Agent, ought to propoſe : and then have 
prov*d as plainly that Reaſon is or ought to be 
ſufficient to acquire a full and ſatisfactory Know- 
ledge of them. But inſtead of doing any thing like 
that, he touches this Article but ſuperficially, ſays 
very little about it, and in truth had better have 
ſaid nothing at all. p 

In p. 4, 5. he argues that Man in his natural 
State — has a Right to be inveſted with ſuch a Ca- 
© Pacity as is ſufficient — to diſcover ſuch Motives to a 


+ How defective the heathen Morality was in this reſpect, is 
taken notice of by Mr. Lock in the following Words; © Thoſe 
«« juſt Meaſures of Right and Wrong, which Neceſſity had any 
« where introduc'd, the civil Laws preſcrib'd, or Philoſophy 
« recommended, ſtood not on their true Foundations. They 
% were looked on as Bonds of Society, and Conveniencics of 
* common Life, and laudable Practices. But where was it, 
« that their Obligation was throughly known and allowed, and 
« they receiv'd as Precepts of a Law; of the higheſt Law, the 
« Law of Nature? That could not be, without a clear Know- 
« ledge and Acknowledgment of the Lawmaker, and the great 
«© Rewards and Puniſhments, for thoſe that would or Would not 
& obey him.” Pol. IT. p. 134. 
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t yight Behaviour, as ure an equal Balance 10 all 
«© thoſe Temptations, the preſent Conftitution of Things 
*« unavvidably leads him into.” Exceeding lame 

worſe than the old Stoical Notion of Virtues 

its own Reward z nay, deſtructive of the very Na- 
ture and Eſſence of Virtue! Tou remember the 
old Problem of an-Afs berween two Bundles of 
Hay of equal Goodnefs and Weight. Is not this 
ſomething like it? Suppoſe a Man to be under 
Temptations to an Act materially evil, and to have 
Motives Lea him from it, of guſt Weight 
enough to counterbalance theſe Temptations; what 
will be the Conſequence? It muſt be entirely in- 
different to him, whether he ves, or forbears doing 
it. There is no room to chooſe, i. e. to prefer 
either before the other; much leſs is there room to 
make a vi/1#0us Choice. 

I 'meet with but ane Paſſage more; * If the 
* Knowledge and Certuinty of theſe [the Reſurrection 
of the Body and a Judgment to come; a future 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments, and the Per- 
petuity of theſe] * are neceſſary io engage Mankind 
« inthe Practice of their Duty; — and if Reaſon is 
© uncapable of making ſuch 2 ries : then, I ſay, 
<« that in Juſtice and Equity it ought however to be 
* /ufficient for theſe Purpefes:** p. 22. To which 
there is no need of making any Reply, becauſe it 
neither proves, or ſo much as affirms any thing 
categorically, A ſtrange Way of managing a Con- 
troverſy ! 

_ Having thus produc'd the two only Paſſages 
reducible to this Head, and neither of them appear- 
ing of any Weight, I might now plead the Privi- 
ledge of a Defendant, and call for better and more 
ſubſtantial Proofs; and if ſuch cannot be brought 
tor the Aſirmative, tis only gratis dictum, and 
there'is no Reaſon why we ſhould admir it for true: 
However, I will throw in a few OO ex 
abunz 
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abundaiiti, which plead ſtrongly in Favour of the 
oppoſite Side. 

Mr. C. is very much upon the Reſerve, and 
conceals what his Opinion is; but if it be, that 
Reaſon is, or ought to be ſufficient to diſcover the 
Certainty of a Reſurrection and a erpetual State of 
Rewards and Puniſhments hereafter, *tis eaſy to 
put him into a Way how to determine, whether it 
is ſufficient to do this, or no; only I would deſire 
him not to impeach the Juſtice and Equity of Go p, 
if in the Iſſue it ſhould appear that it is not. He 
has Reaſon in common with the Heathens, and 
having had Information from the Bible concerning 
theſe Points, is much better qualify*d to prove the 
Certainty of them by juſt Inferences from the Na- 
ture of Things, than if he had been bred up in a 
State of Heatheniſm. He may then try what he 
can do. Let him call forth all the Powers of his 
Soul, and exert the utmoſt of his Skill in the Argu- 
ment; and if he ſucceeds, he will greatly oblige 
the Chriſtian World. But *tis eaſy to perceive 
what the Iſſue will be. We may well deſpair of 
ſeeing theſe Points made certain in the pl of 
Reaſon, ſince nothing like it has ever been done. 
What a late excellent Writer has urg'd to his Ad- 
verlary, is applicable to Mr. C. Let him now 

at this Day, after the lateſt Improvements in 
„ Philoſophy and moral Science, try if he can 
from mere Reaſon demonſtrate any thing more 
than this, that there will be ſome Difference in 
another World between the more and /e/5 ſinful, 
(all being Sinners) without determining wed? it * 
will be, or how long it will laſt. I am 

& ſuaded, when he ſets his Bible aſide, he will — 
Abe able to prove more than I have mention'd. 
J am certain he can prove little or nothing of 


* supplement to the Treatiſe, entitled, & c. p. 56. 
| C4 « Rewards 
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„ Rewards; becauſe we have none of us a full 
« Claim or ſtrict Right to any. Happy is he that 
ce is to have the ſlighteſt Puniſhment: So ſtand we 
upon the Foot of mere natural Religion.“ 

I may here remark what Knowledge the old 
Heathens had of theſe Matters. A Reſurrettion 
does not appear to have been an Article of Faith 
with any of them, except the Magian Sect in Perſia, 
and ſome other Countries in the Eaſt; and they 
had it from“ Zoroaſtres, who had it from the Jews. 
FE 'ythagoras probably deriv'd it from the ſame Foun- 
tain 3 but he did not carry it pure and uncorrupt 
into Greece, but gave it a Mixture that ſpoil'd 
all: And his Notion of a Tran/migration, which 
prevail'd with vaſt Multitudes, as well as that about 
the Reſtoration of all 'Things to their preſent State 
at the End of the Platonic Year, is inconſiſtent with 
this great Truth. When Chriſtianity began to 
ſpread in the World, the Doctrine of a Reſurrection 
was a Stumbling-block to many, and the moſt inge- 
nious Adverſaries, the Chriſtians had ta deal with, 
|| conſtantly made uſe of it, as a Handle againſt 
them, and by way of Reproach. Celſus in parti- 
cular ſcoffingly 8 $ For thoſe that have 
been long dead to riſe again with thoſe Bodies, 
« this is but the Hope of Worms, a vile, abomi- 
5e nable, and impoſſible thing:“ And before his 


* Pridexux's Connection. Part I. p. 305. Tenth Edit. 

+ Sic etiam conditionem renaſcendi ſapientium clariores, Py- 
thagoras primus, & præcipuus Plato corrupta & dimidiata fide 
tradiderunt. Nam corporibus diflolutis ſolas animas volunt & 
perpetud manere, & in alia nova corpora ſepius commeare- 
Addunt iſtis & illa ad retorquendam veritatem, in pecudes, aves, 
belluas, hominum animas redire. Min. Felix. p. 28. | 

Ut carnis reſtitutio negetur, de una omnium Philoſophorum 
ſchola ſumitur. Tertull. de Praſcrip. adv. Her. cap. 7. In nulla 
re tam vehementer, tam pertinaciter, tam obnixe & contentioſe 
contradicitur Fidei Chriſtiane, ſicut de carnis reſurrectione. 
Auguſt. in Pſal. 88. Concio 2. | 
8 Sce Oragen contra Celſum, I. 5. p. 240. 


Time, 
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Time, a more ſober Writer had repreſented the 
Reſurrection as an * Impoſſibility. Nevertheleſs, 
Go p's Omnipotence is Proof enough that it may 
be, and from his Veracity we conclude it will. 
This is the only Way, whereby to prove it; and 
whoever makes the Experiment will ſoon find him- 
ſelf at-a Non-plus in the Way of Reaſon. Dr. Clarke 
has obſerv'd, that T This Doctrine is not diſ- 
* coverable with any kind of Certainty by the bare 
Light of Nature z** and another learned Author, 
who was willing to have prov*d it by Reaſon, and 
has puſh'd the Matter from ſeveral Topics as far 
as it will go, is forc'd at laſt to acknowledge, 
[| ** We know nothing of theſe Matters but from 
the Scriptures ; all beſides is only Conjefture.” 
I may add, that if Reaſon could make it appear 
probable, that dead Bodies will be rais'd again, 
yet it could diſcover nothing of thoſe glorious 
Changes to be made in them, which the Goſpel 
teaches ; and conſidering how imperfect our Virtue 
is in this Life, there might be ſome Doubt, whe- 
ther this Reſurrection would not be in order to 
$ another Tryal and Probation. | 
Then, as to an eternal State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, the wiſeſt of them ſpake doubtfully 
of it; and Simmias in Plato tells his Maſter Socrates, 
there was no Likelihood of their getting over their 


* Ne Deum quidem poſſe omnia. Namque nec ſibi poteſt 
mortem conſciſcere, ſi velit : nec mortales æternitate donare, 
aut revocare defunctos. Plin. Nat. Hiſt. l. 2. c. 7. 

+ Clarke's Evidences, p. 278. 

 Zenkin's Reaſonableneſs, Vol. II. p. 454. 

§ Thus the Siameſe maintain, that the Soul undergoes ſeveral 
Tranſmigrations, till by a great number of good Deeds in all the 
Lives, ſhe acquires ſo much Merit, that there is not in any World 
any mortal State that is worthy of her; and then ſhe tranſmi- 
grates no more, but remains eternally in Repoſe, enjoying all the 
Happineſs ſhe is capable of. Sec Harris's Collection of Voyages, 
Vol. II. p. 483, 484. f 


Doubts, 
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Doubis, without ſome better Light than that of 
Reaſon. The Paſſage is very remarkable, and 
| ſhews clearly the Extravagancy of our modern 
Deifts, and how far they are ba g from the 
Senſe of the old Heathens, in magnifying the Strength 
of Reaſon heyond due Bounds, and maintaining 
its Sufficiency tor ſuch Purpoles, as the Philg/ophers 
(who were the beſt Judges in the Caſe) did not find 

it in Fact and by Experience capable of anſwering, 
and therefore wanted and wiſh'd for ſome better 
Light, ſome reveabd Word of God, to guide 
and direct them. I agree with you, O Socrates, 
< that *tis quite impoſſible, or at leaſt very difficult, 
1 to diſcover the certain Truth of theſe Things 
« [the Immortality of the Soul and a Life to come} 
in this preſent Life; and yet, that tis a Sign of 
& an indolent and mean Spirit, not to examine into 
£6 "Is may be ſaid about them, or to deſiſt from 
« our Inquiry, before we have carry'd it as far as 
„ ever we can, For one of theſe Things we ought 
4 to do; either to learn the Truth from others, 
„ or to find it out ourſelves, or (if both theſe 
« Ways fail us) to pitch upon the moſt plauſible 
% Opinion, which we find any where amongſt 
« Mankind, and ſo to venture upon that Bottom, 
« as in a Ship, to paſs thro' the Storms of this 
« Life: Unleſs one could meet with a ſtill ſafer 
+ Paſſage, or be conducted more ſecurely ; as, 


* "Exot * bus, & Evxecles, al fever lows, Gang U 
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t for Inſtance, we might by ſome Revelation or 


„ ſupernatural Notices from Gop.” Cicero tells 
us how the Philoſophers differ'd even about the 
Soul's Subſiſtence after Death; ſome believing 
it was immediately diſſipated; others that it con- 
tinued in Exiſtence for a limited Time only; and 
others again, that it would exiſt for ever. He 
takes notice alſo of their Differences about the 
+ Nature of the Soul, or what it is, and having 
reckon'd up ten ſeveral Opinions, — that it is 
« the Heart, the Blood, Part of the Brain, the 
„ Breath, Fire, Harmony, a mere Nothing, a 
Self- moving Number, an intelligent Subſtance, 
* a fifth Eſſence, he declares in his own Perſon, 
Which of theſe Opinions is the true one, none 
« but Go p can tell; which is the moſt probable 
is a great Queſtion.” He ſhews however, that 
according to the ſeven firſt of theſe Opinions, no- 
thing either good or evi] can happen after Death. 
The three laſt, he tells the Perſon he holds the 
Dialogue with, $ “ afford ſome Hope, if this be 
any Satisfaction, that Souls after they are ſepa- 
rated from the Body may poſſibly go to Heaven; 
for a Proof of which he refers him to Plato: But 
the other replies, 1 have read Plato often 


* Sunt, qui diſceſſum animi a corpore putent eſſe mortem. 
Sunt, qui nullum cenſcant fieri diſceſſum, ſed una animum, & 
corpus occidere, animumque in corpore extingui. Qui diſcedere 
animum cenſent, alii ſtatim diſſipari, alii diu permanere, alii ſem- 
per. Tuſc. Quaſt. I. 1. | 
+ Quid fit ipſe animus, —— magna diſſenſio eſt. Lid. 

Harum ſententiarum quæ vera fit, Deus aliquis viderit : quæ 
veriſimillima, magna * eſt. Ibid. : 

$ Reliquorum ſententiæ ſpem afferunt, fi te forte hoc delectat, 
poſſe animos, cum è corporibus exceſſerint, in cœlum, quaſi in 
domicilium ſuum, pervenire. 16d. 

** Feci mehercule, & quidem ſæpius, ſed neſcio quo modo, 
dum lego, aſſentior: cum poſui librum, & mecum ipſe de im- 
R animorum ccœpi cogitare, aſſenſio omnis illa elabitur. 
1 id, ; . 

© enough, 
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* enough, yet I know not how it is; whilſt I read, 
I yield my Aſſent, and ſeem convinc'd of what 
* he argues; but when I lay aſide the Book, and 
| begin to think the Matter over by myſelf, and 
in my own Way of Reaſoning, my old Doubts 
* recur, and all my Conviction preſently vaniſhes.” 
To this may be added what Seneca obſerves, that 
F << the greateſt Philoſophers rather promis'd Men 
« they are immortal, than prov'd they are ſo.” 
It is plain then they had no , Afſurance, no cer- 
tain Knowledge or Demonſtration, nothing more 
than glimmering Hopes, uncertain Gueſſes, and 
probable Expectations as to this Matter; and even 
thefe don't appear to have been owing altogether or 
originally to mere natural Reaſon, but either to 
the Remains of antient Revelations, handed down 
from the firſt Ages after the Flood, or to ſome 
new Light deriv'd from the People of the Fews. 
1 What confirms it is, that it was more firmly 
„ believ'd by the Vulgar than it was by the Philo- 
e ſopbers; who by reaſoning upon it, only render'd 
« it more doubtful than before, as they wanted 
& certain Principles to go upon, and conſider'd not 
'«. how to trace the Tradition up to its Fountain 
c Head.” Agreeably to this, Plato witneſſes that 
the Doctrines of the Soul's Immortality, and of 
a Judgment to come, were handed to them b 2 
$ old and venerable Tradition, and he aſſerts the 5 
Credibility of them upon that Score. In like J 
manner he introduces Socrates teaching theſe Prin- 


+ Credebam facile opinionibus magnorum virorum, rem gra- 
tiſſimam promittentium magis, quam probantium. Sexec, 
Ep. 102. 
See Poſtſcript to Scripture vindicated. Part II. p. 151. 
| Heise 5 £mwe cẽ, ph Tols mACUCTs Th 3) bepois Abgnis, 
lk i N An dv Sehe H var dhe Ty i ge, uy 
| nes Tus U24505 muon, way Ts dmvaxti Ts cud]. 
Ep. 7. p. 716. 
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ciples upon the Foot of * Tradition; and farther, 
he repreſents him as telling his Scholars, that the 
+ Antients, who liv'd nearer the Gods than they 
did, had left them many Traditions, which he 
was a great Admirer of, as the beſt Helps in the 
Search after Truth, and that he was grievouſly 
perplex'd and full of Doubts, whenever theſe Tra- 
ditions fail'd him. Cicero alſo takes notice, that 
the Notion of the Soul's Immortality was deliver*d 
down from || all Auliquity, and that this was Ground 
enough for the Belief of it; becauſe thoſe, who 
liv'd neareſt the Beginning of the World, were 
moſt likely to know the Truth: Yet he obſerves 
withal, that none of the + Antients before Plato 
ever reaſon'd upon the Point, or brought any Argu- 
ments to prove it by. Pherecydes and Pythagoras 
had $ taught it very early, at the firſt Dawning of 
Philoſophy in Greece ; having, beſide the Advan- 
tage of antient Tradition, had freſh Inſtructions 
about it, as is very probable, from the Jewiſh 


* "Axye Ude vane AGYE: & o i lin vor, dg $126 
oi Leu. 20% 3 Nοο . Ws t An dn 78 6 o AF & UM), Ae. 
U cu rojuCy dt ati aries muy tm Kegve, Y de x, von im 
78% Ny Neg. of arbrwmuy & wey rates & Ciov ir SND x 
across, Emudzy en, eis Guan p vices dmor]a, uind e 
magn LIutuoris. tres A. N 5 dne Y d Ses, os d & 
viovels Te: Y diths Seopwnicuv, © dy Tigmegy vartav, ibu 
In Gorg. P. 312. Sce alſo in Phadon. p. 398. compar'd with 

. 4-00. 

+ In Philes, p. 74. 

Auctoribus ad iſtam ſententiam [ſcil. immortalitatem ani- 
mæ:] uti optimis poſſumus : quod in omnibus cauſis & deber, 
& ſolet valere plurimùm: & primum quidem omni antiquitate; 
quæ quo propius aberat ab ortu & divina progenie, hoc meliùs 
ea fortaſſe, quæ erant, vera cernebat. Tſe. Ou. I. 1. 

+ Rationem illi { /cil. antiqui] ſententiæ ſuæ non ferè redde- 
bant. Platonem ferunt, ut Pythagoreos cognoſceret, in 
Italiam veniſſe, & didiciſſe Pythagorea omnia: primumque de 
animorum æternitate non ſolum ſenſiſſe idem, quod Pythagoras, 
* 8 etiam attuliſſe. 161d. | Wo 

Ibid. | 


Writings. 
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Writings. The former is ſaid to have ſtudy'd the 
Books of the Phenicians, by which in all Like- 
hhood were meant the Books of the Jews, who 
are well known to go under the Name of Phæ- 
nicians in Herodotus and other Authors. That 
the latter was acquainted with the Maſaical or 
«© Jewiſh Philoſophy, there is ample Teſtimony 
« of it in Writers: as of Ariſtobulus an Egyptian 
© Few in Clemens Alexandrinus and Joſephus againſt 
„ Appion. St. Ambroſe adds, that he was a Jew 
* himſelf. Clemens calls him à F *tfgainy 0146+ 
« oy, the Hebrew Philoſopher. I might caſt 
„ hither the Suffrages of Zuſtin, Johannes Philo- 
* ponus, Theodoret, Hermippus in Origen againſt 
% Celſus, Porphyrius, and Clemens again, who 
« writes that *twas a common Fame that Pytha- 
© goras was a Diſciple of the Prophet Ezekiel. 
„ And tho? he gives no Belief to the Report, yet 
that learned Antiquary Mr. Selden ſeems incli - 
* nable enough to think it true, in his firſt Book 
de Fure Naturali juxta Hebre@os : —— Beſides all 
„ theſe, Famblicus alſo affirms, that he liv'd at 
Sidon, his native Country, where he fell ac- 
« quainted with the Prophets, and Succeſſors of 


* one Mochus, the Phyſtologer or natural Philo- 


« ſopher. SwiCans mis Moyes T8 bvnnbys meggiTas 
0 amybrois: Which, as Mr. Selden judiciouſly con- 
jectures, is to be read ni; Magi; 75 Prnoniyy - 


6 gte 99e, With the Prophets that ſuc- 


« ceeded Moſes the Philoſopher.” However nei- 
ther of theſe, nor any of their Succeſſors for many 
Generations philoſophiz*d upon the Point, or at- 


* Stanley's Lives of the Philoſophers, p. 58. 

+- Bocharti Phaleg. |. 4. c. 34+ Hammond on Matt. xv. 22. 
Huet. Demonſt. Evang. Prop. 4. De Lib. Joſuæ, F. 13. | 
Dr. H. More's Defence of the Cabb. p. 185. Sce alfo Cud- 
worth's Intellectual Syſtem, p. 42, Huet. Demonſt. Evang. 
Prop. 4. c. 2. 
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tempted to prove it by Deductions of Reaſon. Plato 
was the firft, as I faid before, that ever attempted 
to do this 3 and how he ſucceeded is obvious enough. 
Moſt of his Arguments are exceeding frivolous, 
and the beſt leave the Matter under great Uncer- 
tainty. Dr. Cudworth ſays, 8 lt is a thing very 
« well known, that according to the Senſe of Phi- 
„ loſophers, theſe two Things were always in- 
* cluded together, in that one Opinieh of the 
c Soul's Immortality, namely, its Pre-exiſtence, 
« as well as its Poſt-exiſtence. Neither was there 
ever any of the Antients before Chriſtianity, 
„that held the Souls future Permanency after 
„Death, who did not likewiſe aſſert its Pre-ex- 
5 1ſtence 3 they clearly perceiving, that it it were 
once granted, that the Soul was generated, it 
© could never be prov'd bur that it might be alſs 
«© corrupted. And therefore the Aſſertors of the 
© Souls Immortality commonly begun here; firſt, 
to prove its Pre-exiſtence, proceeding thence 
% afterward to eſtabliſh its Permanency after 
© Death. This is the Method us'd in Plato, l 
© Tv #uoy » Wy ei & THI TH erfpanirg ifs Ju, 
© wor Y TTY drab mn Torxay # 4198 #). Our Soul 
« was ſomewhere, before it came to exiſt in this 
* preſent human Form, and from thence it ap- 
e pears to be immortal, and ſuch as will ſubſiſt 
t after Death.” The like Obſervation I find to 
have been made long ago by * Lactantius. 


Intellectual Syſtem, p. 38. 

* In eo ipſo, quod rectè ſentiebant, aliquid errarunt. Nam 
cum timerent argumentum illud, quo colligitur, neceſſe eſſe ur 
occidant animæ cum corporibus, quia cum cor poribus naſcuntur; 
dixerunt non naſci animas, ſed inſinuari potius in corpora, & de 
altis in alia migrare. Non putaverunt aliter fieri poſſe, ut ſuper- 
ſint animæ = pray nit! videantur fuiſte ante corpora. 
Nemo enim vidit, quod eſt veriſſimum, & naſci animas, & non 
occidere. Lib. 3. c. 18. 
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It may be juſt hinted, that Mr. C. ſays nothing 
about the Nature or Meaſure of the Rewards and 
Puniſhments hereatter, wherein they will conſiſt, 
or how great and intenſe they will be: Which yet 
are Matters of Religion, have a ſtrong Influence 
upon our Practice, and are of as much Uſe to be 
| known, as their Duration; but there is no room 
to alledge, that the Light of Nature can lead to 
theſe Diſcoveries. | 
Upon the whole, conſidering how full of Doubts 
the Heathens generally were, and what Uncertain- 
ties theſe great Men, Socrates, Plato, Cicero, &c. 
after all their deepeſt Reſearches and Diſquiſitions 
labour'd under; conſidering further, how little 
even the moſt learned Chriſtians can do toward 
demonſtrating on the Foot of Reaſon, what they 
believe on the Credit of Revelation, it muſt be very 
ſtrong and ſubſtantial Evidence indeed for the Ajr- 
mative, which ſhall draw me off from concluding 
negatively, — that Reaſon alone cannot get to a 
Certainty, that there will be another Lite after 
this; much leſs that the Body will be rais'd again; 
and much leſs ſtill, that it will be rais'd with fo 
many and great Alterations for the better, as the 
Scriptures teach; =-— that whatever Evidence it 
may ſuggeſt of a Life to come, yet it cannot deter- 
mine with Certainty, whether it will be a final State 
of Rewards and Puniſhments, or another State of 
Trial and Probation; that, ſuppoſing the next 
Life to be a State of Rewards and Puniſhments, it 
would ſtill be at a Loſs to know what Duration 
that State will be of, whether eternal, or only for 
a limited Time; and laſtly, ' that over and above 
all the other perplexing Doubts and Uncertainties, 
it can know little or nothing either of the Nature 
or the Meaſure of the Rewards and Puniſhments_ 
of another Lite ; becauſe theſe depend altogether 
upon 
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upon the Will and Pleaſure of the great Lord and 
Monarch of the World. 

The LAST Head relates to the Way and 
Manner of appeaſing Go p, after we have oftended 
him by Treſpaſſes and Sin. But before I go on to 
conſider whether Reaſon be a ſufficient Guide in this 
reſpect, *tis neceſſary that I conſider the falſe and 
fallacious Repreſentation given by our Author of 
the Scripture-Grounds of our Reconciliation with 
Gop. He not only contends that Repentance and 
Retormation are proper Grounds and Reaſons of 
Gop's ſhewing Mercy to Tranſgreſſors, and that 
Reaſon can diſcover them to be ſo, but alſo that 
they are the ci proper Gounds of it; p. 17, 21. 
And in order to eſtabliſh this Notion, he endea- 
vours to overthrow the Doctrines of Chriſt's Satis- 
Faction and Faith in his Blood, repreſenting them 
as repugnant to Reaſon ; And too haſtily preſuming 
they are /o, he ſays with a Sneer, *©* that Reaſon 
«© cannot poſſibly diſcover them is readily granted : *? 
P- 16. The Repreſentation he gives of the Bene- 
fits we receive by Chriſt's Death, is, that * he loft 
& his Life in maintaining his Miſſion from God, and 
% ſo by a Figure of Speech Men are [aid to be Sharers 
« in the Benefits of Chris Death, when they are 
« Sharers in the Benefits of that divine Miſſion, which 
„ he laid down his Life to maintain: p. 20. A 
molt wretched, lame, and imperte& Account of 
this moſt amazing Inſtance of the divine Philan- 
 thropy, and no more expreſſive of the Benefits re- 
ſulting from the Death of Chrit, than of any of 
the Apoſtles, who ſuffer'd Martyrdom in Teſtimony 
of their Miſſion, and of the Truth of the Goſpel ! 
It is to be wiſh'd he had expreſs'd himſelf in a 
fuller manner, and told us more particularly what 
the Benefits are, that accrue to us from Chriſt's 
Miſſion. However, *tis plain enough he will not 
allow that his Sufterings are vicarious, or that he 
& > dy'd 
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dy'd in our ſtead, i. e. to free us from that Obliga- 
tion to Puniſhment we were under, and could not 
deliver ourſelves from. And yet this is no more 
than the holy Scriptures plainly teach. Chriſt is 
called * the Lamb of God that taketh away the Sins of 
the World; & Our Paſſover ſacrificed for us; and 
> the Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World. 
He is faid to have been / delivered for our Offences ; 
to have given himſelf for us, an Offering and a 
Sacrifice to God; to have £ purchaſed his Church 
with his own Blood; to have“ reconciled us to his 
Father in the Body of his Fleſh through Death; and 
to have * once ſuffered for Sins, the Juſt for the 
Unjuſt, that he might bring us to God, We are 
aſſured that * once in the End of the World he has 
appeared to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf ; 
that * being come or made an High-prieſt of good 
things to come,— not by the Blood of Goats and Calves, 
but by his own Blood, he entered in once into the holy 
Place, having obtained eternal Redemption for us; 
that * God commendeth his Love towards us, in that 
while we were yet Sinners, Christ died for us; that 
« when we were Enemies, we were reconciled to 


God by the Death of his Son; that he gave him- 


felf a Ranſom for all; that 5 we have Redemption 


through the Blood of Chrift, even the Forgiveneſs of 
our Sins; that his Blood is the Blood of the New 
Teſtament or Covenant, which he ſhed for many; 
that it 7 cleanjeth us from all Sin: and many 
other Texts there are to the ſame Purpoſe. In 


truth, this is the uniform Doctrine of the Bible: 


And how muſt theſe and the like Paſſages be 


& John i. 29. 4 Col. i. 21,22, n Rom. v. 10. 
s 1 Cor. v. 7. 9 1 Pet. iii. 18. v 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
y 1 John ii. 2. : Heb. ix. 26. K Ephel. i. 7. 
3 Rom. iv. 25. « Heb.ix. 11, 12, © Matt. xxvi. 28. 
Epheſ. v. 2. a Rom. v. 8. x 1 ſohn i. 7. 


x Acts xx. 28. 
| wreſted, 
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wreſted, what Figures mult they be fartur'd into, 
before they can be brought to ſpeak the /ow Lan- 
guage of our Author's Hypotheſis? If no other 
Benefit accrues from Chriſt's Death, than Mr. C. 
ſuggeſts, our Redemption may be aſcrib'd to ſeve- 
ral other, and thoſe ſtronger and more forcible 
Evidences of his divine Miſſion, as well as to that. 
The Accompliſhment of old Prophecies relating to 
him, and of what himſelf foretold, is a cogent Proof 
that he came from Go Dp. The Miracles allo per- 
form'd by him, long enough before his Paſſion, 
are declar'd to have render'd the Jetos * inexcuſa- 
ble, in that they did not accept and believe in him, 
as their Redeemer : And every one of theſe M:ra- 
cles, and alſo his Reſurrection afterwards from the 
Dead, was a much better Proof of his Miſſion 
from Go p, than barely his dying in Defence of it. 
And yet, 'tis never ſaid, that we are redeem*d b 
the fulfilling of Prophecies; that any of Chriſt's 
Miracles, the raiſing Lazarus, the curing thoſe 
that were poſſeſs'd of Devils, Sc. are a Propitiation 
for our Sins; or that he was a Sacr ifice for us by 
riſing from the dead; tho' al this is frequently 
affirm'd with reſpect to his Death and Syfferings. 
But 'tis alledg'd, that “ nothing can be more 
« repugnant to Reaſon, than that God ſhould remove 
&« his Diſpleaſure from one Perſon that is guilty, by [in 
* Conſideration of] he Sufferings of another that 
is innocent, becauſe this would be to puniſh the Inno- 
« cent, bat thereby he might take occaſion to let the 
Guilty go free; than which nothing can be more 
« unequal and unreaſonable.” p. 16. I ſee no Rea- 
ſon why the Sufferings, which Chriſt underwent in 
our ſtead, and to reſcue us from the Penalties we 
were ſubject to, may not paſs under the Denomi- 
nation of Puniſhment, - There is nothing in the ten 


* John xv. 22, 24. 
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Letters of that Word to hinder it, and the learned: 
* Grotius has fully ſhewn, from the Uſages of the 
molt civilized Heathens in antient J imes, that this 
is far enough from a zove! Acceptation of it. The 
ſole End of Specch is to be underſtood, and enow 
Writers, who maintain Chriſt was puniſb'd, have 
been careful to explain what they intend thereby, 
and have deſir'd to be underſtood in this gualify'd 
Senſe. There is another Meaning of the Word, 
ſtricter and more rigid, importing perſonal Guilt in 
the Sufferer, and his being under the Diſpleaſure of 
the Lawgiver ; in which Senſe there is no room to 
ſay Chriſt was puniſh'd; becauſe he was never 
dearer to God, than whilſt he was under the acuteſt 
Agonies of his Paſſion. And indeed no Perſon 
whatever, conſider'd as innocent, ever was or will 


be puuiſb'd in this Senſe ; not becauſe the Thing is 


unjuſt, but for a prior Reaſon, becauſe tis an ab/o- 
tute Impoſſubility and a Contradiion in Terms, which 
has the. Privilege of Non-ſenſe, that neither Good 
nor Evil, Juſtice nor Injuſtice can be predicated of 
it. Now conſidering this Ambiguity of the Word, 
tis ſtrange Mr. C. ſhould be fo forward to intro- 
duce it into the Diſpute, when *twas not in the 
Objection he undertook to ſolve, and which he 
might have given as diſtinct a Solution to, without 
the help of this Term, as with it; and more eſpe- 
cially thar he ſhould lug it in, without explaining 
in what Senſe he uſes it, but inſtead thereof, affix- 
ing ſometimes one Idea to it, ſometimes another, 
as I apprehend he does. For when he ſays that 
«« God's removing his Diſpleaſure from one Perſon that 
„ 1s griilty, by the Sufferings of another that is innocent, 
« would be to puniſh. the Innocent, &c. here the 
Word Puniſhment muit be underſtood in the former 
Senſe only ; otherwiſe there is no Appearance of 


Pe Satis factione, cap. 4. 


Trutly 
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Truth in it: And yet, when he ſays, „“ 1 punifh 


<< the Innocent is unequal and unreaſonable,” he muſt 
underſtand it in the /atier Senſe, or he can never 
prove what he aſſerts. Tis neceflary therefore 
that he ſhould come out of the Clouds, and that 
the Matter be ſet in a fair Light. In order to 
which I would aſk one Queſtion: Have all vica- 
rious Sufferings the Nature and Eſſence of Puniſb- 
ments? It not, *tis diſingenuous and mere Sophiſtry 
to run the Ideas one into the other, as our Author 
does; becauſe then the Tortures our Lord under- 
went may be conſider'd as natural Evils omy, not 
penal. He might be afflicted, without being pu- 
niſiud ; and in this View *tis impoſſible he could 
have any Injuſtice done him, as I will ſhew pre- 
fently. I they have, *tis all one, whether we 
conſider Chriſt to have undergone Puniſhment, to 
free us from that Obligation to be puniſh*d which 
we lay under, or to have /uffer*d in our ſtead and 
with that Intent; becauſe then there is exactly the 
fame Degree of Injuſtice in both Caſes, and no more 
in either than is in the other. If then it can be made 
appear, that there was no Injuſtice done Chriſt 
under the latter Suppoſition, it follows, by unavoid- 
able Conſequence, there could be none done him 
under the former. And as to this, there is no Diffi- 
culty at all in it: For the ſame Scriptures, which 
tell us we have Redemption thro' the Blood of 
Chriſt, tell us farther, that he * came 7o pive his 
Life a Ranſom for many; that he ＋ loved us, and 
Fave himſelf for us, an Offering and a Sacrifice to God. 
No Man, ſays our Saviour, taketh my Life from 
me; but I lay it down of myſelf. I have Power, 
Una, Authority to lay it down, But Mr. C. goes 
on: ** To /ay that the Perſen who jufferd, volun- 
« tarily underiack to bear that Burden, does not alter 


* Matt. xx. 28. + Epheſ. v. 2. } John x. 18. 
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6 the Caſe at all: becauſe it makes no real Alteration 
« neither in the Sufferer nor in the Sinner: that is, 
e neil her of them is more or leſs guilty or innocent upon 
& that Account.“ P. 16. Yes, it alters the Caſe 
entirely. For what if neither of the Parties was 
more or leſs ſinful by this Means? There was 


nevertheleſs an Alteration made, and a very mate-. 


rial Circumſtance chang*d. For Chriſt, who was 
not originally oblig'd to undergo ny Evil, and of 
whom, according to the Order of our Ideas, it 
muſt be conceiv*d that once he had not conſented to 
undergo any, did at length in ſome ſubſequent Point 
of Duration, out of his Love for us, and in Conſi- 
deration of the Foy that was ſet before him, as a Re- 
compence of Reward, ſubjec? himſelt to it, and make 
it his Choice to ſuffer in our ſtead : And no other 
Change than this was any ways needful in the Caſe, 
For the moſt innocent Perſon, ſuppoſing him to be 
at his own Diſpoſal, as our bleſſed Saviour un- 
doubtedly was, may agree to undergo what himſelf 
never deſery*d ; and *tis contrary to all the Senſe 
and Reaſon of Mankind to call thoſe Sufferings 
injurious or unjuſt, which the Sufferer might and 
did deliberately cbu/e to undergo, and which had 
never been laid upon him, without his Conſent firſt 
had and freely given. Tis an old and ſound Apho- 
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riſm, HVolenti non fit Injuria, nor can the Sufferings 


of Chriſt, as an innocent Perſon, be freed from the 
Imputation of Injuſtice even upon the Socinian, or 
any other Hypotheſis, but from the Conſideration 
of his Conſent, imply'd at leaſt, if not expreſsly 


given. 


In the next Paragraph he levels all his Artillery 


againſt the Anlinomian Senſe only of Chriſt's Satis- 


faction, without offering a Syllable in Oppoſition 
to it, as maintain*d by our beſt Divines: And yet 
in Reaſon their Explication might have challeng'd 


his chiefeſt Regard, being irreconcileable with the 


crude 
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crude Account he gives of the Benefits reſulting 
from Chriſt's Death. I leave you to judge, whe- 
ther this is becoming a fair and candid Writer. 
In Gop's Name, let the Love of Truth be upper- 
moſt in all our Diſquiſitions. Let no one make a 
Shew of overthrowing any general Point of Doctrine, 
when he has nothing to object to, but ſome Men's 
particular Way of explaining it, and when there 1s 
another Explication of it, found and irrefragable, 
which he dares not ſo much as mention, tor tear of 
expoſing his Na kedneſs to the Eye of every Reader. 
What Mr. C. ſays of Juſtice in general, and with- 
out attending to the neceſſary Diſtinctions in the 
Caſe, is true only of the outward Exerciſe of one 
particular Species of it, call'd punitive, and that 
too, conſider'd ſeparately and by itſelf, viz. that 
it conſiſts in two Points; 2 in puniſhing the 
« Offender, and him only ; and, ſecondly, in propor- 
& tioning the Puniſhment to the Demerit of the Crime; 
« and to depart from theſe, or either of them, is to 
« depart from Fuſtice.“ P. 17. But Gop's puni- 
live Juſtice never was, or will be executed upon 
any one in the ahſtracted Manner Mr. C. conſiders 
it, being conſtantly regulated by thoſe other Attri- 
butes, Wiſdom and Goodneſs. He might have 
known therefore, that there is what is call'd 4niver- 
ſal Juſtice ; which in Go p 1s that Refiitude, whereby 
he always acts according to the Perfection of his 
Nature, and never does any thing, but what *ris 
moſt becoming him to do. This is what Ariſtotle 
muſt be underſtood to ſpeak of, when he calls 
Juſtice a“ Mean between doing and receiving an 
Injury. Tis mention'd in all our Books of Ethicks 
and Syſtems of Divinity. Puffendorf having ſaid, 
that Men are not generally agreed about the Divi- 
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* ſon of Fuſtice, goes on to obſerve that the moſt 
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receiv*d * Diſtinction is between #niver/al and par- 
ticular Juſtice. And of the former of theſe our 
moſt noted Writers would be underſtood to ſpeak 
in this Argument. — Again, Mr, C: miſreprefents 
the Nature of our Lord's Satisfatton, alledging it 
leaves no Place for the Exerciſe of God's Mercy,“ 
and implies that Chriſt's “ Sufferings bear an exact 
&« Proportion to the Demerit of our Crimes,” P. 17. 


The Biſhop of London has ſaid nothing, which ſo 


much as caſts a Look this Way. He maintains 


the Doctrine of Chriſt's Satisfaction; but theſe 
Conſequences flow only from the Antinomian Senſe 
of it, which his Lordſbip is lo far from eſpouſing, 
that what he ſays is utterly inconſiſtent with it. 
Where then is the Sincerity of our Author? Where 
his Candor and Regard for Truth ? He proclaims 
in the Title-Page, that his Diſcourſe was occaſion'd 
by the Second Paſtoral Letter. He oppoſes the 
Doctrine of Chriſt's Satisfaction, and in deſcribing 
the Manner of our Redemption runs counter to, 
and contradicts what his Lordſhip has taught con- 


cerning that Satisfaction; and yet, when he comes 


to argue the Point, his Reaſoning is wholly levell'd 
againſt the Antinomian Senſe of it, which the Biſhop 
as little approves of, as he does himſelf. A more 
flagrant Inſtance of Unfairneſs has ſeldom been 


met with, and Mr. C. might have known himſelf 


better, than to have abus'd and mal- treated his 
Lordſbip in this Manner. Our Author argues in 
the ſame Manner Socinus did, and therefore what 
Biſhop Slillingſſcct ſaid of the one may be apply'd 
to the other: Þ It is eaſy to obſerve that his 
„Arguments are levell'd againſt an Opinion, 
* which few who have conſider'd theſe Things 


* De Offi-to Hominir, &c. 1. 1. c. 2.4. 14. 
+ Vol. III. p. 247. Sce alſo Ger, Id Reſponſ. ad judicium 
Navenſpergeri, tom. 6. p. 888, 9. 
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C do maintain, and none need think themſelves 
* oblig'd to do it: which is, that Chriſt paid a 
proper and rigid Satisfaction for the Sins of Men, 
4 conlider*d under the Notion of Debts, and that 
c he paid the very ſame which we ought to have 
4 done, which in the Senſe of the Law is never 
4c call'd Satisfaction, but ſtrict Payment.” In 
another Place ſpeaking of thoſe who deny that 
Chriſt was an adequate Price or a Sacrifice to the 
Juſtice of Gop. * They run, ſays he, upon 
„the Notion of Debts and Payments, as tho? 
<< there were no other Notion of Juſtice and Satis- 
<< faction, but between Creditors and Debtors, or 
« as if their Notions of theſe Things were rather 
& taken from the Shops than the Schools.“ 
You will aſk then, what is the true Doctrine 
in this Caſe? In Archbiſhop Tillotſon's Words, 
Not that our Saviour ſuffer'd the very ſame 
that the Sinner ſhould have ſuffer'd, namely, 
4 the proper Pains and Torment of the Damn'd, 
„but that his Obedience and Sufferings were of 
ce that Value and Efteem with Gop, and his vo- 
« Juntary Sacrifice of himſelf ſo well-pleaſing to 
c him, that he thereupon entered into a Covenant 
4 of Grace and Mercy with Mankind, wherein 
* he hath engag*d himſelf to forgive the Sins of 
4 thoſe who believe and repent, and to make them 
«« Partakers of eternal Lite.” Like to which is 
the Account Dr. Clarke gives of it: 9 The Sa- 
& 73sfaftion made to Go p does not conſiſt in this, 
c that the Sufferings of him who makes Satisfac- 
c tion, be exactly the /ame with the Puniſhment 
4 due to him, for whom Satisfaction is made: 
« but it conſiſts in this; that Go p, who ruleth 
over all, is pleas'd to accept the voluntary Suf- 


* P. 237. j Vol. I. p. 560. 
$ Lx poſnion of the Ch. Catechiſm, p. 79. 
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c ferings of our Saviour, as a ſufficient Vindication 
of his ſupreme Authority: So that upon the 
«© Merit of that Sacrifice, he can, conſiſtently with 
c the Honour and Dignity of his Laws, accept the 
* Repentance of returning Sinners, and freely for- 
give them their paſt Sins.” And a multitude 
of other Authors there are, who teach the ſame 


Thing. 


And if this be true Scripture Doctrine, that 
Go p's Juſtice, or, to ſpeak more diſtinctly, that 
the juſt and righteous Go D, who always does what 
is right and fitting to be done, was ſatisfy'd by the 
Death of Chriſt, "and accepted. it in lieu of the Pu- 
niſhment, we were liable to for our Sins; what 
ſhould hinder but that Faith in Chriſt, as having 


thus redeem'd us, ſhould be made a Condition of 


our Forgiveneſs? It matters not whether Mens 
believing, in the abtrafed Senſe of it, „render 
« them at all more pleaſing to God: Only it may 
be obſerv'd that the ſame Argument, by which 
Mr. C. would prove, p. 20. that it does not, does 
equally evince, that Humility, the Love of GOD 
and of our Neighbour, Hatred of Sin, and ſetting 

our Affections on Things above, not on Things on 
the Earth, are no proper Grounds of GO p's Lov- 
ing-kindneſs to us; becauſe in all theſe Inftances, 
conſider'd abſtraftedly, the Mind is altogether as 
paſſive, and as far from free Agency, as ' tis in 
believing. But what the great Uſe of this Way of 
Reaſoning 1s, I cannot ſee. That Faith, which is 
the Duty of a Chriſtian, 1s not to be taken in a 
ſtrict Philoſophical Senſe, but it ſignifies, in the 
moral Senſe, * That good Diſpoſition of the 
«<< Mind and Will, by which a Man, laying aſide 
all Vice and Prejudice and corrupt Inclinations, 
4 chuſes to attend to, and examine, and conſider, and 


% Clarke's Expoſition, p-. 33- 5 
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«- receive willingly, whatever upon due Enquiry he 
<« ſhall find to be the Will ot Gop: And when 
<« he has ſo receiv'd it, not careleſsly and credu- 
6 loufly, but upon ſober Reaſon and good Evi- 
« dence ; he adheres to it ſtedfaſtly, as a Principle 
« or rational! Ground of Action, by which he is 
0 uniformly to be directed.” In particular it in- 
cludes, that we renounce all Thoughts of Merit in 
ourſelves, and truſt not in our good Actions for 
the Pardon of our bad ones; that we never apply 
to Saints and Angels to be our Advocates, and en- 
tertain no Hopes from their Interceſſion with Go p 
for us; that we rely only upon the divine Mer 
thro* Chrift for Forgiveneſs, and have an Afiance 
in the Sufficiency of the Satisfaction be made for Sin. 
This is che proper Notion of Chriſtian Faith, and 
*tis ſo far from being repugnant to Reaſon, that 
Gop ſhould make it, thus underſtood, a Condi- 
tion of his Favour, that we are fully aſſur'd from 
the Scriptures that he has done it. And this is one 
Advantage we have from Revelation, above what 
we ever could have obtain'd without it. For as 
the Light of Nature could never have led Men to 
any Diſcovery of this kind, ſo neither could it have 
afforded them any Certainty or full Aſſurance, that 
their Repentance and Reformation alone, and with- 
out any other Conſideration, would avail to the 
Pardon of their Sins, and their Acceptance with 
Gop unto eternal Life: Which is the Point to be 
conſider'd next. 

*Tis alledg'd in p. 21.“ that Repentance and 
&« Reformation are proper Grounds of Forgiveneſs, is 
« moſt evident to Reaſon when diſcover*d ;, and to ſay 
* that Reaſon [Men by the Uſe of their reaſoning 
&« Faculties] cannot diſcover what is moſt agreeable 
c to itſelf [i. e. to Truth] when diſcover'd, is pre- 
« ſuming a Point without the leaſt Ground for it.“ 
Tis obſervable, Mr. C. ſpeaks of it, as a Thing 
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he very well knows, that it has been difcover*d 
that Repentance and Reformation, excliſive of the 
Satisfaction Chriſt has made, are proper [adequate] 
Grounds of Forgiveneſs. But when or where this 
has been done, I don't apprehend. If he has had 
any ſpecial Revelation about it, he muſt produce 
his Credentials. If he thinks 'tis diſcover'd or 
reveal'd in Scripture, he might have cited the Paſ- 
Tage, or at leaſt made a Reference to it. But ' tis 
plain there is no ſuch Text. The whole Goſpel 
Jooks directly another Way, referring our Salvation 
to the Redemption we have in Chriſt Jeſus. So 
that I conclude he goes upon a wrong Suppoſition, 
taking it for granted, that Thet is reveal'd in Scrip- 
ture, which it never ſays a Syllable in Favour of, 
but conſtantly and uniformly teaches quite the 
Reverſe. 

Again, Suppoſe Gop has made the Diſcovery 
he ſpeaks of; yet, How has he made it? Are the 
Fo/itrve Grounds or Reaſons reveal'd, by which it 
muſt be proper for God to forgive returning Sin- 
ners? No, I ſuppoſe Mr. C. will not pretend Hat, 
but infers negatively, that there are Reaſons why 
he ſhould not forgive them, (which is the Point 
that the wiſeſt Heathens chiefly ſtuck at, and never 
could make clear to themſelves or others:) from 
its being reveaPd by Gop, who always does what 
is moſt becoming the Perfection of his Being, that 
he will do it; and then what he alledges will ſtand 
thus: If we may conclude that there are no Rea- 
ſons, why returning Sinners ſhould not be forgiven, 
from its being reveaPd by the all-wiſe and perfect 
Being, that he ci forgive them; then we might 
have made the ſame Diſcovery that there are no 
ſuch Reaſons, without the Aſſiſtance of Revelation; 
which is as much as to ſay, if we know a Thing by 
the Help of the Bible, then or by Conſequence we 
might have known it Without that Help. — As t 
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the Allegation in the Cloſe of the Sentence, viz. 
that << to ſay that Reaſon could not have diſcover'd &c. 
« is preſuming a Point without the leaſt Ground far 
it:“ My Anſwer is, Mr. C. may call Things 
by what Names he pleaſes ; but the Intelligenz 
know, that this cannot with any Truth or Juſtice 
be call'd preſuming. Tis only adhering to the Ne- 
gative, as in Reaſon we ought, till proper Evi- 
dence be brought for the Afirmative, which he has 
not yet preſum*d to attempt, and never will be 
able to do. For however remote it may be from 
his Thoughts, what he drives at will unavoidably 
reſolve into this; that *tis not in the Power of Gop 
Almighty to reveal any one Truth, relating either 
to the Eſſences or Exiſtences of Things, and to make 
it appear fully conſonant to our Reaſon, which we 
cannot diſcover without his Aſſiſtance, by the Ex- 
erciſe of our own Faculties. 
*Tis added, And farther to ſay, that no Man, 
« who was deſtitute of divine Revelation, ever did 
 « diſcern the Fitneſs of ſuch a Conduct, viz. of par- 
% doning a Tranſgreſſor upon his Repentance and 
Amendment of Life, is venturing to ſay what ſurely 
« is not true. And if Reaſon may be ſuppos'd capable 
« of diſcovering the Fitneſs of ſuch Conduct, of which, 
I think, we may be certain that it is; then Reaſon 
«© may come to à Certainty that this would be the Caſe, 
«« becauſe Reaſon aſſures us, that God will always da 
« whatis right and fit.” P. 21. The Abſurdity of 
all this will ſoon appear, by conſidering what our 
Author means by it. His Notion is, that ſuch and 
ſuch Actions „ are in themſelves fit and right to be 
„ perform*d by every intelligent Being; — which Fit- 
% neſs reſulls ſolely from the Nature and Reaſons of 
„ Things.” P. 34. And that “ as Ibero is a Rule 
« of Action founded in the Reaſun of Things ; ſo the 
* moral Perfections of all intelligent Beings ariſe from, 
and conſiſt in their being perfectly ſubjected to this 
+ Lau. 
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« Law. Thus, ſays he, the moral Perſection of the 
« Deity confiſts in his being abſoiutely and perfectly 
« ſubjeted to this Law of Reaſon, [this Rule of 
& Action founded in the Reaſon, or the Nature and 
« Relations of Things :] hat is, in his making the 
« Reaſon [or Nature and Relations] of Things the 
« Rule and Meaſure of his Afßections and Actions.“ 
P. 57. So that when our Author argues that Rea- 
fon is capable of diſcovering the Fitneſs of God's 
pardoning a Tranſgreſſor upon his Repentance, he 
means no lefs than that it can diſcover, that Gop 
is in Duty bound, and oblig*d in Stritneſs of Law to 
do it; and that *tis abſolutely anlawwful in him to 
do otherwiſe. But whom can he name, that ever 
made ſuch a Diſcovery ? What Philoſopher or 
acute Pagan can he inſtance in, that diſcern'd the 
abſolute Fitneſs of ſuch a Conduct, or that Gop 


would be guilly of going againſt the Reaſon of 
Things, and violating the Law of Nature, if he 


acted otherwiſe? He ** thinks we may be certain“ 
Reaſon is capable of making this Diſcovery : But 
upon what Grounds does he think ſo? What Data 
has he to proceed, or build upon? By what Pro- 
ceſs of Argumentation is he fatisfy*d of the Nega- 
tive, that there are #0 wiſe Reaſons rendering it 
unfit for Go p to forgive the Sins of Men upon the 
bare Conſideration of their Repentance, or without 
any other Vindication of the Honour of his Laws ? 
— Manet alta mente repiſium. Inſtead of being 
over-power'd with Light and Evidence, we are 
here left entirely in the dark, and the Oracle ſhuts 
up in fullen Silence. Dr. Clarke has well argued : 
+ From the Conſideration of the Goodneſs and 


«© Mercifulneſs of Go p, the Philoſophers did in- 


&« deed very reaſonably hope, that Go p would ſhew 
«© himſelf placable to Sinners, and might be ſome 


+ Clarke's Evidences, &c. p. 182, 183. 
g 4 (e way 
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% way reconcil'd: But when we come to inquire 
«© more particularly, what Propitiation he will 
c accept, and in what Manner this Reconciliation 
*« muſt be made; here Nature ſtops, and expects 
« with Impatience the Aid of ſome particular 
% Revelation. That Gop will receive returning 
« Sinners, and accept of Repentance inſtead of 
« perfect Obedience, They cannot certainly know, 
« to whom he has not declar'd that he will do ſo. 
« For it cannot poſitively be prov'd from an 

« of Gop's Attributes, that he is abſolutely oblig*d 
<« to pardon all Creatures all their Sins at all Times, 
© barely and immediately upon their repenting. 
«© There ariſes therefore from Nature no /ufficient 
« Comfort to Sinners, but an anxious and endleſs 
« Solicitude about the Means of appeaſing the 
« Deity.” The ſame Point is well argued and 
ſufficiently evinc'd by * the Biſhop of London: 
Whoſe Reaſonings Mr. C. ought to have taken 
into Conſideration, and diſtinctly reply*d to; but 


he contents himſelf with ſaying, ©* Surely it is not 


« true —— I think we may be certain it is not: 
as if he purpos'd to bear down his Lor dſbip with 
Confidence and Aſſurance. 

He goes on farther : gut admitting that Reaſon 
« is uncapable of diſcerning the Certainty of this Point, 
« and that ſuch Certainty is neceſſary to be diſcover d, 
in order to engage Mankind in the Practice of their 
e Duty under their preſent Circumſtances ; then, I 
« (ay, that Reaſon ought to have been ſufficient for 
« this Purpoſe, ſeeing divine Revelation, which makes 
« the Diſcovery, has been withheld from much 
« the greateſt Part of our Species.” P. 22. Our 
Author ſpeaks here within Compaſs. He might 
have ſaid the Revelation making this Diſcovery 
has been withheld from the whole Species, unleſs 


Second Paſtoral Letter, p. 14, 15. 
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perhaps himſelf muſt be excepted. St. Paul, tis 


plain, was ſo far from knowing any thing of it, 
that the very Reverſe was reveaPd to him. /, 
ſays he, there had been [* ſuch] a Law given, which 
could have given Life, verily Righteouſnels ¶ i. e. Juſti- 
fication to Lite] ſhould have been by the Law: But 
the Scripture bas concluded all [Men of all Nations} 
under Sin, [and ſo under Condemnation by the 
Law moral, and ceremonial, and ſentenced not to 
Life, but Death by it, and thereby ſhew'd the 
Neceſſity] that the Promiſe [of Juſtification] by 
Faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be given to them that be- 
lieve in him. Again, || As many as are of the Works 
of the Law and ſeek to be juitify'd by them] are 
under the Curſe [of it:] for it is written, Curſed is 
every one that continueth not in all things, that are 
written in the Book of the Law to do them. But that 
no Man is juſtified by | Obſervance of] the Law in 
the ſight of God, it is [farther] evident; for [the Pro- 


phet Habakkuk ſaith, ch. ii. 4.] the Fuſt all live by 


Faith. The Apoſtle's Argument in theſe and 
many other Places againſt the Moſaick Religion, 
concludes d fortiori againſt that of Nature; and if 
no Few was ever juſtify'd by the Law, much leſs 
can a mere Heathen, following a Rule of Action 
leſs perfect than the Fetus had, be juſtity'd by that 
Rule, excluſively of what Chriſt has done and ſuf- 
fer*d for Sin. It is therefore an Exceſs of Kindneſs 
in Mr. C. which we never could have dreamt of, 
a piece of Extravagancy, which has neither Senſe 
nor Reaſon in it, to admit that e Certainty of this 


Point, viz. Gop's pardoning ſinful Creatures, upon 


the bare Conſideration of their Repentance, is ne- 


ceſſary to be diſcover*d, &c. He may oblige the Deits 


with this Conceſſion, but 20 Chriſtian ever did, or 
will deſire it. If he pleaſes to admit that Reaſon 


See Iiitby on Gal. iii. 21, 22. V. 10, 11. 
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is uncapable of diſcerning the Certainty of this 
Point, (as we have ample Grounds to bclieve it is,) 
we have no more to aſk ; becauſe to admit this, 
and yet to argue that Reaſon ovght to be ſufficient 
for tis Purpoſc, is arrant Aubeiſm; it being incon- 
ſiſtent with the primary Idea we have of Gop, 
vix. that he is an all- perfect Being, to ſuppoſe that 
he has made the reaſonable Soul of Man, or any 
other of his- Creatures, otherwiſe than he ought to 
have made then). 

I have now gone over the three Particulars be- 
fore laid down, and I think I may very juſtly con- 
clude that Mr. C. has been far from proving that 
Reaſon cither is or o4g4t to be ſufficient in any one 
of theſe reſpects. You know well enough this 
Plea was firſt ſer on foot by the Dei/ts, in order to 
overthrow our molt holy Religion, and to prove 
it falſe by proving it uſcleſs: And therefore as 
Mr. C. would be thought to be well atiefted to 
Chriſtianity, p. 29. ( tho? *ris plain he is a Chriſtian 
of a very peculiar Make,) I with he had conſider'd 
the Matter more maturely, before he appear'd 
their Second in this Argument, or ſtood up in Main- 
tenance of the /ame Plea. Whether the Deiſts can 
gain their Point againft Revelation, even under 
the Suppoſition of Reaſon being a ſufficient Guide, 
I have no occaſion now to diſpute. Be this as it 
will; 'tis certainly wrong to give an Adverſary 
any Advantage, to allow him an Inch of Ground 
which he has no apparent Right to, or to permit 
him confidently to aſſert what he cannot prove: 
And 'tis the more imprudent in the preſent Caſe, 
becauſe *tis well known this boaſted. Sufficiency of 
Reaſon is the principal Ground, upon which many 
have renounced the Chriſtian Faith, and run into 
Deiſm. He thax builds upon, or affirms the Point, 
1s, by the Rules of Diſputation, oblig*d to prove 
it: Which if he fails of doing, it is only gratis 

| E dlictum, 
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diftum, a groundleſs, unprov'd Aſſertion, and 
muſt paſs for nothing. And as the Deiſts, what- 
ever confident Affirmations they may have made 
uſe . of, never brought any ſolid and ſubſtantial 
Evidence for it, ſo neither has Mr. C. their Second 
in this Argument. 

But our Author has ſomething {till behind, worth 
conlidering. I have already obſerv'd that he does 
not pretend to prove ab/olutcly, that Reaſon is, or 
ought to be ſuficient, but proceeds hypothetically ; 
that is to ſay, all his Arguments are of no Signi- 
ficancy, unleſs it be allow'd him, that Man 
&« [every Individual] in his natural State, when 
« deſtitute of divine Revelation, is an accountable 
&« Creature, who is anſwerable io God for his Actions, 
C and who will be amply rewarded or ſeverely pu- 
* iſhed in another Werid, according as he behaves 
&« himſelf in this.” P. 4. But admitting this to 
&« be the Caje,” he undertakes to do Wonders. 
Now I know not what Grounds he has to ſuppoſe 
this, or to take it for granted. Imagine Weweena, 
Chuckery, and Couſheda to be bred up in a State of 
Nature: *tis poſſible they may have no Religion 
at all, no Notion of a GoDp, a Providence, or at 
leaſt of another Life; in which Caſe we know not 
what will become of them hereatter : whether they 
will be annihilated, or placed in another State of 
Probation, or have the ſame Portion allotted them, 
with thoſe who die in Infancy, or the like. But 
however it ſhall pleaſe Gop to diſpoſe of them, 
tis plain they can have no Right to Rewards, and 
*rwill be difficult to ſhew they can be proper Objects 
of Puniſhment. This, I ſay, is poſſible, and if no 
Proof can be brought againſt it, (as undoubtedly 
there can be none, ) that is enough for my Purpoſe. 
For, as I argued before, he that builds upon the 
oppoſite Opinion, is bound to prove it; and if the 
Foundation fail for want of Evidence, the Super- 
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ſtructure falls on courſe. Mr. C. therefore may 
try what he can do; but till I ſee his Reaſons, and 
find them ſatisfactory and concluſive, what he 
ſuppoſes to be true, and takes for granted, ſhall paſs 
with me for a * groundleſs Fancy. 

Beſide this, I may advance a Step farther, and 
conſider his Notion abont Man's being in a State 
of Nature, ſtrifily fo call'd, and totally deſtitute of 
the Aids of Revelation. Here again he will ap- 
pear very fanciful, talking romantically, and with- 
out any Foundation in true Hiſtory. If this were 
« the Caſe,” ſays he, viz. that Reaſon is not ſuffi- 
cient — and that Revelation was given to ſupply 
its Inſufficiency, ** then the original Conſtitution of 
„ Things muſt have been very defetiive : — becauſe 
« then, there would have been a whole Species of 
« Beings made accountable for their Actions, without 
being furniſb'd with Capacities and Powers ſuffi- 
« cient to anſwer the Purpoſes of ſuch Creatures.“ 
P. 12. I know not what original Conſtitution of 
Things, or what whole Species of Beings he ſpeaks of ; 
nor does he ſay when or where they liv'd : But he 
ſeems to ſpeak of Pre-Adamites. If we take the 
Moſaic Account, the firſt Couple had the Advan- 
tage of Revelation both before and after the Fall, 
and their Progeny have not been univerſally with- 
out 1t ever ſince; conſequently, admi ting Reaſon 
not to be a ſufficient Guide, it does not follow 
from thence that the whole Spectes in any Portion of 
Time ſince Adam have been dellitute of Capacities, 
ſufficient to anſwer the Purpoſes of accountable 
Creatures: And if this Writer has any authentick 
Hiſtory of a Race of Men before Adam, *tis a great 
Curioſity, and the World will be glad to know 
bow he came by it. 


* Foſter's Uſefulneſs, c. p. 68. 
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Ti immediately added, And then mumberle/5 
« Millions of our Species would have been very un- 
&« equally and unkindly dealt with, becauſe they havs 
« been deſtitute of ſuch a divine Revelation, as would 
& Have ſupplied the Defect, which aroſe from the ori- 
& gina Conſtitution of Things.” P. 13. How 
little this Paſſage is to the Point in hand, may 
eaſily enough be ſhewn 3 but I muſt ſtop a little 
to take notice of ſomething elſe that is here ſug- 
geſted, and to ſhew the Groundleſsneſs of it. The 
laſt Inſtance I have given of the Inſufficiency of 
Reaſon, viz. that it cannot diſcover how Gop 
may be appeas'd, after he has been offended by 
Treſpaſſes and Sin, could not poſſibly ariſe from 
the orginal Conſtitution of Things; becauſe this 
grand Defect is ſuper-inauc'd by Sin, and takes 
place only becauſe Men forfeit their Innocence, 
and wiltully fin againſt Gop. So likewiſe in the 
ſecond Inſtance : Man's Incapacity to diſcover, 
evherein the Rewards of Virtue will conſiſt, and 
bow long they will laſt, does not ariſe from any 
poſitive Appointment or Determination of Go Dp, 
but is founded neceſſarily in the Things themſelves 
becauſe theſe Rewards being the free Gift of Go p, 
nothing either of their Nature or Duration could 
be known without a Revelation from him. And 
what room there is to complain of unkind and un- 
equal Treatment on this Account, I cannot ſee. 
There can certainly be none at all; unleſs, That 
Reward, which Go» might have deny*d without 
Injuftice to an abſolutely perfect and finleſs Saint, he 
was oblig*d in Juſtice ro make Men naturally capa- 
ble of difcovering, that their 1mperfef? Obedience 
will meet with. And as to the Matter of human 
Duty, the Inſufficiency of Reaſon tor this Diſco- 
very does not appear to have ariſen from the origi- 
nal Conſtitution of Things, or any abſolute and un- 
equal Purpoſe of Gop, but may be accounted for 

+ I from 
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from the Corruption of our Nature, introduced at 
firſt by the Fall of Adam, and ever ſince ſtreng- 
thened by Sin: which has a natural Tendency to 
debaſe the Mind, and enervate the Faculty of 
Underſtanding. The Humours of the Body have 
a ſtrong Influence upon the Soul: and theſe Hu- 
mours greatly depend upon the Stock, from whence 
the Body 1s deriv'd. And as *tis obſervable that 
Children are frequently of like natural Tempers, 
Paſſions, and Inclinations with their Parents ; 1o 
Experience ſhews what a Clog our Paſſions are in 
the Purſuit of Knowledge, and that in Proportion 
as our carnal Appetites are inflam'd, Reaſon is en- 
feebled and grows weaker. Mr. C. indeed appre- 
hends, that Adam's diſcerning Faculty was jo far 
from being impair*d, that on the contrary it was 
« improv'd by bis Tranſgreſſion: p. 8, and he 
cites Gen. iii. 6, 7, 22. in Favour of this Notion. 
But to ſay nothing of Chriſtian Writers, the an- 
tient Heathens would have taught him better : 
who, tho* they had not preſerv'd the Hiſtory of 
the Fall, and ſo were in the dark about the Ground 
and Occaſion of Man's Corruption, yet were ſen- 
ſible enough that ſo unworthy a Compoſition did 
not come immediately out of the pure Hands of 
Gop, but that he ſubſiſted once in a better and 
more glorious State. And in truth, the Man muft 
be ſtrangely chimerical, who can fancy that Guilt 
was neceſlary to raiſe us to that Perfection of Being 
we now have, or that our Nature would have been 
more abject and nearer to that of Brutes, if Sin and 
Wickedneſs had not happily interven'd, to purify 
our Souls and brighten our Underitandings. That 
the Paſſages above-cited countenance no ſuch Ab- 
ſurdity, I no ways queſtion but you will readily 
grant: And ſince you know well enough what 
Interpretations our beſt Divines uſually put upon 
theſe Texts, I will not trouble myſelf to repeat 
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them for the ſake of this Author, who may read, 
if he pleaſes, as well as write. To come back to 
the Point in hand. 

It matters not what Numbers have diſbeliev*d 
the Revelations which GoD has given, or have 
been . deſtitute** of theſe Aids, unleſs they were 
unavoidably fo. The Honour of the divine Attri- 
butes is ſufficiently ſecur*d, and there is no Ground 
to complain of unequal Treatment, where Men 
have had Means and fair Opportunities of becom- 
ing acquainted with the reveaPd Will of Gop; 
becauſe in this Caſe their continuing either in Igno- 
rance or Infidelity ariſes wholly from their own 
Default. And if all ſuch as theſe be left out of the 
Account, as they ought to be, Mr. C. I appre- 
hend, is infinitely wide of the Truth in this Re- 
port, and will not be able to tell us, where or when 
thoſe “ numberleſs Millions“ of People lived. He 
will find it no eaſy Matter to prove that any one 
Set of People under Heaven were ever totally de- 
barr'd from ſupernatural Light, or ſo excluded 
from all Advantage by it, that they had no Re- 
mains of the firſt and molt antient Revelations 
handed down to them by Tradition, nor any Means 
(if they had been ever ſo deſirous) of becoming 
acquainted with thoſe later Diſcoveries, which Gop 
has made of his Will. But Mr. C. imagines that 
none but Zews and profeſs'd Chriſtians have had 
any Opportunities of becoming acquainted with 
Revelation, and that all others have been ver 
« unequally and unkindly dealt with,” if Reaſon 
be not a ſufficient Guide. This is evident from 
the Proceſs of his Reaſoning. *©** For as to the 
« 7ewiſhh Revelation, that was not intended to be a 
& Guide in Matters of Religion lo all our Species, 
* but only to the Fewiſh Nation. And as to the Chri- 
„ ſtian, many Ages were paſt before it was given; 
ts anda ſince it has been given, it has been far from 
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* prevailing all over the World ; and conſequently 
„ Multitudes [numberleſs Millions, as was before 
ſaid, i. e. all but Jews and Chriſtians] have been 
«© very hardly and unkindly dealt with.” P. 13. 
This therefore deſerves to be conſider'd, the Juſtice 
and Equity of Go 0's Providence being concern'd 
in 1t. | 

There is no Ground to imagine that any one 
Individual in the Anti-diluvian World was unavoid- 
ably left to the blind Guidance of, Nature only, 
and precluded the Poſſibility of receiving the Ad- 
vantage of Revelation. Go p was pleas'd to make 
ſeveral Diſcoveries of his Will within this Period, 
particularly to Adam, Abel, Enoch, and Noah ; 
which, conſidering the Length of Mens Lives in 
thoſe Days, ( Methuſalem living above 240 Years 
with Adam, and with Noah 600,) there was no 
one, in all Likelihood, but might eaſily enough 
have receiv'd Light and Benefit from. 

As to the Interval between the Flood and the 
building of Babel, (which * the generality of the 
Hebrews, and Þ ſome of the Fathers of the Chri- 
ſtian Church ſuppoſe to have been about 340 Years; 
reckoning the Di/per/ion to have happen'd about the 
Time of Peleg's Death,) all the Inhabiants of the 
Earth being of one Language and bur one People, 
and Noah himſelf at the Head of them, (who 
lived till 350 Years after the Deluge, ) *tis reaſon- 
able to think, the Subſtance of all former Revela- 
tions was kept up intire during hat Time; and all 
the Heads of the Diſperſion having convers'd with 
Noah for many Years, and ſome perhaps for above 
300, they could not but be very capable of in- 
ſtructing their Deſcendants in what they had been 
inſtructed in themſelves. The long Lite of Shem 


* Bocharti Phaleg. I. 2. c. 14. Patrick on Gen. xi. 8. 
+ Hieron. in Quæſt. Heb. in Gen. Chryſoſt. Hom. 30. in Gen. 
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(who-liv'd 500 Years after the Deluge: and pro- 
bably his two“ Erothers liv'd to about the fame 
Age ;) muſt have been of Service towards keep- 
ing up the Memory of What had been reveal'd. 
Two Years after the Death of Noah, Abraham was 
born; who was the Friend of Go p, and had many 
Revelations from him. At Seventy Years of Age 
he was call'd from Ur of the Chaldees into the Land 
of Canaan; from thence he went into Egypi, and 
from Egypt return'd back to Canaan: And the 
Bleſſings and Protection he had in all his Travels 
being very remarkable, ſuch as made him to be 
taken + notice of, as one under the peculiar Care 
and Tuition of Providence, it concern'd the Ca- 
naanites and the Egyþiians to acquaint themſelves 
with the Nature of the Religion he profeſs'd, and 
his Way of Worſhip; which there is Evidence 
enough that they did. Jaac and Jacob, beſide all 
other Advantages, had many immediate Reve- 


#* Cumberland's Origines Gentium, p. 146. 

+ Shemus quoniam ultra quingeutos poſt djjuyium annos, deci- 
mamque adeo a ſeipſo vidit generationem, facillime potuit 
totam hiſtor'am de creatione & providentia Dei, una cum legibus 
patriarchalibus, ſingulis his generat ionibus tradere, multaſque po- 
tuit peragrare terras a ſua, fratrumque fuorum ſobole habitatas, 
iiſque diligenter inculcare hæc omnia, tanquam ad religionem, & 
ad vitam civilem ſumme neceſſaria; ncc ulla eſt ratio eur dubi- 
temus quin hæc & voluerit facere, & reipſa praftitit. 161d, 


422. 
F + Shuckford's Connection, Vol. II. p. 36. 

| Nicolaus Lamaſcenus ſays, that Abraham's Name was famous 
all over Syria, and that he increas'd the Fame and Reputation 
which he had acquir'd, by converſing with the moſt learned of 
the Ezyptian Prieſts, confutiug their Eirors, and pertuading them 
of the Truths of his own Religion, io that he was admir'd 
amongſt them, as a Perſon of the greateſt Wit and Genius, not 
only zcadily underſtanding a thing himſelf, but very happy in an 
Ability of convincing and perſuading others of the Truth of 
what he attempted to teach them. 167d. See alſo p. 38. and 
many other Teſtimonies cited by Euſebius to this Pur 2 Prep. 
Exang. l. 9. N | | 


lations 


-- 
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lations from-GoD, and were like bright and ſhining 
Lights to the Canaanites, among whom they liv'd 
in the Worſhip and Service of the true Go p with- 
out any Diſturbance or Moleſtation. The Iniquity 
of the Amorites was not yet full, Several of them 
were * Followers of that which is good, and wor- 
ſhipp'd the Lord in Truth and in an acceptable 
Way. And the like may be ſuppos'd of other 
T Nations. Nay, *tis probable enough from the 
Malediction, which Noah prophetically denounc'd 
againſt + Canaan, that few or no Nations would be 
ſo wicked as thoſe deſcended from him. But be- 
ſide Iſaac, Abraham had Iſhmael! by Hagar, and 
{ix more Sons by Keturah: and theſe, as alſo the 
Children of Lot, his Brother's Son, growing up 
afterwards into ſeveral great Nations, the Know- 
ledge of true Religion could never be loſt among 
them but by great Careleſsneſs, and may well be 
ſuppos'd to have been diffus'd by their means into 
other Countries, The Advancement of Jeſepb in 
Pharaoh's Court, his Fame for Wiſdom, and the 
Reputation he gain'd, together with the ſojourn- 
ing of the Maeclites in Egypt 215 Years, could not 
be without its Uſe among that People: And when 
they were brought up thence with an high Hand, 
and with ſundry kinds of Miracles, what the De- 
ſign of Gop in all this was, himſelf declares, 
| The Egyptians ſhall know that I am the Lord: And 
he ſays particularly of Pharaoh, & For this Cauſe 
have I raiſed thee up [I made thee ſtand, i. e. pre- 
ſerv'd thy Life from the Peſtilence, reſerving thee 
for a more remarkable Deſtruction] for to ſhew in 
thee my Power, and that my Name may be declared 
throughout all the Earth. 


patrick on Gen. xv. 16. Cumberland's Origines Gent. p. 424. 
Lid. p. 423. Shuckford's Connect. Voi. I. p. 305, &c. 
+ Gen. ix. 25. I Exod. vii. 5. $ Exod. ix. 16. 
+ Patrick in loc. 
It 
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It is far from true, what our Author aſflerts, 
that the Jewiſßh Revelation was intended to be a 
« Guide in Matters of Religion only to the Jewiſh 
« Nation.” P. 13. The Law made particular 
Proviſion for Strangers, and Men of all Countries 
were encourag'd to become Proſelytes. They were 
not to make War upon any diſtant Nation, with- 
out offering Peace to them: One of which was, 
that they ſhould renounce Idolatry, and worſhip 
the one Gop of Jracl: Nay, * Biſhop Patrick, 
+ Dr. Jenin, and many other excellent Writers, 
with Maimonides at the Head of them, have been 
of Opinion, that even the ſeven Nations of the 
Canaanites might have been admitted into Friend- 
{hip upon the ſame Terms. By + Solomon's Prayer 
at the Dedication of the Temple, *tis plain *twas 
intended for a Houſe of Prayer to al! Nations. 
Accordingly there was a Court belonging to it, 
call'd the Court of the Gentiles, and in the New 
Teſtament we read of || Multitudes of Proſelytes 
coming from all Quarters to worſhip at Jeruſalem. 
$ e In the Time of Joannes Hyrcanus, all Idumæa 
4 embrac*d the Jewiſh Religion. Ariſtobulus hav- 
ing conquer'd great Part of [turea, caus'd all 
their Males to be circumcis'd, and to obſerve 
6 the Law of Moyes, as Strabo teſtifies. Under 
«< Alexander Fanneus, the Zews took twelve Cities 
„ from the Arabians, and became poſſeſs'd of 
„ many Cities in Syria, Idumæa, and Phenicia, 
all which they brought over to the Profeſſion of 
their own Religion.” 


* Comment. on Exod. xxlii. 32. 

+ Reaſonableneſs. Vol. I. p. 69, &c. 

+ I Kings viii. 41, 42. 

John xii. 20, Acts ii. 5, 10. Compare alſo Mark xi. 17. 
with 11. lvi. 7, 8. 

§ Jenkin's Reaſonableneſs, Vol, I. p.g1. 


Beſide 
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Beſide this, the Affairs of the Jews were ſo or- 
der*d, as might give moſt Nations an Opportunity 
of being inſtructed in the true Religion. Not to 
mention Moſes's living in Madian forty Years, or 
Davia's Stay and intimate Friendſhip with Achiſb 
King of the Philiſtines : To paſs by alſo the mira- 
culous Victories of Joſhua, Sampſon, Saul, and 
others; *tis ſaid of David, that * his Fame went 


out into all Lands, and the Lord brought the Fear of 


him upon all Nations. The like is ſaid of his Son 
T Solomon ; and not only the Queen of Sheba came 
to /ee the Glory of his Kingdom, and to + prove him 
with hard Queſtions, having heard of his Fame, con- 
cerning the Name of the Lord; but || there came of 
all People to hear the Wiſdom of Solomon, from all 
Kings of the Earth, which had heard of his Wiſdom. 
And this, with his Marriage with Pharaoh's, and 
other Gentile Kings Daughters, (who were all 
oblig'd to renounce & Idolatry, before he could 
marry them,) and his great Intimacy with Hiram 


King of Tyre, to whom he gave twenty Cities in 


| Galilee, and had ſeveral Cities given him by 
Hiram, where he plac'd Vraelites to dwell 3 
theſe Things, I ſay, might have good Influence 
towards dittuſing TT the Knowledge of true Reli- 
gion; eſpecially conſidering that the Tyrians were 
the beſt ſkilPd of any People in Navigation; found- 
ed the ++ moſt conſiderable, and the greateſt Num- 
ber of Colonies ; traded wide and far, to [||| Spain, 


* 1 Chron. xiv. 17. + 1 Kings x. 24. 2 Chron. ix. 26, 
+ 1 Kings x. 1. i Kings iv. 34. g Fenkiu's 
Reaſonableneſs, Vol. I. p. 80. + 1 Kings ix. 11. 
** 2 Chron. viii. 2. ++ Huet, Demonſtratio Evang. 
Prop. 4. Cap. 12. ++ Bochayti Chanaan, |. 1. c. 2. 
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and even our own “ Iſland of Britain, ſoon F after 
the Reign of Salomon, if not + ſooner; and pro- 
bably communicated || ſome Aids of Revelation, 
whitherſocver they went. A little before the 
building of the Temple, the Strangers or Proſe- 
Iytes in the Land of //-ae! were & number'd, and 
they were no leſs than 153600. The ſucceeding 
Kings of I/act and Judab had frequent Negotia- 
tions with the Kings of Babylon, Egypt, Syria, 
and other Nations. When Salmanaſſer [721 Years 
before Chriſt] carry*d the fen Tribes into Captivity, 
he planted them in | Hala and in Habor by the 
River of Gozan, and in the Cities of the Medes: 


where they were dwelling in ““ St. Zerom's Time, 


few of them ever returning to ſettle in their own 
Land. An hundred and fifteen Years after | Anno 
606. ] the two other Tribes were carry'd away 


* Plumbum ex Caſſiteride Inſula primus apportavit Midacri- 
tus. Plin. l. 7. c. 56. 
+ Newton's Chronol. p. 32. 111, 112. 
+ Marſhal's Chron. Tables: and with him 
r Scripture Chron. Mr. Be4ford and others of our beſt Chrono- 
p. 249- logers agree, making Midacrit us (which, as 
Canaan, I. I. c. 39. * Bochart obſerves, is a Greek Name cor- 
ruptly written for Melicartus or Melcarihus) 
co- temporary with Abraham or Iſaac. But whenever he liv'd, 
it is worth remarking, that in his Temple at Gades, which Mela 
fays was famous for its Antiquity and Way of Worſhip, there 
was {o much of the Tatriarchal Religion 
FRE kept up even to the Time of 3 Silius and 
+ Apud Photium, * Philoſtratus, that there were no Images in 
Auct.241.p.1010. it; which, as Biſhop Cumberland obicrves 
= on a like Occaſion, © is certainly a Mark of 
5 Origines Gen- © 5 great Antiquity. For the corrupt Prac- 
tium, p. 264. * tice of worſhipping by Images grew very 
| | „ early. in the World; and to worſhip with- 
« out any Image was certainly the oldeſt and beſt Manner of 
c Wo: ſhip | 
|} Amer. ubi ſupra. 
C 2 Qircon. ii. 17. + 2 Kings xvil. 6. 
** Comment. in jocl iii. 6. Sce allo Bedford's Scrip. Chron. 
P 2 © 3 | f 
Captive 
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Captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, where they 
were * commanded to declare openly againſt the 
falſe Gods and idolatrous W orſhip of the Heathens. 
T his naturally drew upon them the Malice of the 
Conquerors; but Gop by the Miracles he wrought, 
procur'd ſeveral publick Edicts ro be made in 
tavour of his People and their Religion. The firſt 
which Nebuchadnezzar | Anno 6023.] made, runs in 
theſe Words: + 1 make a Decree, that every People, 
Nation, and Language, which ſpeak any thing amiſs 
againſt the God of Shadrach, Mejhach, and Abed- 
nego, ſhall be cut in pieces, and their Houſes ſhall be 
made a Dunghil, becauje there is no other God that 
can deliver after this ſort. About | forty Years 
after, he made another: + Nebuchadnezzar the Ki 

unto all People, Nations, and Languages, that dwell 
in all the Earth, Peace be multiplied unto you. I 
thought it good to ſhew the Signs and Wonders that the 
high God hath wrought towards me, &c. And other 


Proclamations were iſſued out by || Darius the 


Mede, & Cyrus, Darius Hyſtaſpes, and FF Ar- 
taxerxes, all tending to the ſame Purpoſe : And 


wherever any of theſe Edicts, or the Fame of them 


reach*d, the People were culpably negligent and 
inadvertent, if they did not inquire who the Lord 
Jebovab was; in what Manner the Go D (ho could 
do ſuch Miracles and mighty Works) expected to be 
ſerv'd, and what Rules of Practice he had pre- 
ſcrib*d to his People. In all likelihood Multitudes 
of Proſelytes were made by means of theſe Procla- 
mations; and when Abaſuerus (whoever he was) 
publiſh*d his Decree in favour of the Jems over all 
his Dominions, from India unto. Ethiopia, an hun- 


fer. x. In. | + Dan. iii. 29. 

+ Bedford's Scripture Chron. p. 710. 

+ Dan. iv. 1, 2. Dan. vi. 25. 
$ 2 Chron. xxxvi. 22. ** Ezra vi. 10. 
++ Exra vii. 12. 
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dred and twenty-ſeven Provinces, *tis expreſsly 
ſaid, that “ in every Province and in every City, 
whitherſrever the King*s Commandment and his Decree 
came, the Jews had Foy and Gladneſs, a Feaſt and a 
good Day; and many of the People of the Land became 
Jews, i. e. were circumcis'd and became Proſelytes 


to the Fewih Religion. Ar the End of ſeventy 


Years | Anno 536.] by the Favour of Cyrus they 
had leave to return to Judea; but great Numbers, 
having got Poſſeſſions at Babylon, made it their 
Choice to continue there. Daniel was made Ruler 
over all the Province of Babylon by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, in which Poſt and Dignity he liv'd to a great 
and uncommon Age: and Shadrach, Meſbach, 
and Abed-nego were greatly advanc'd in the ſame 
Reign. £fther and Mordecai had the higheſt Pro- 
motion from Abaſuerus, and Ezra and Nehemiah 
were in ſingular Favour with Artaxerxes: And 
doubtleſs the Jews, who were zealous about mak- 
ing Proſelytes, improv'd theſe Opportunities to 
very good Advantage. Mr. Meade ſays, It 
may be not much more than half * them re- 
ce turn'd: Certain it is that a great Number of 
« them ſtay'd there ſtill; where they flou- 
« riſh'd with Academies and Schools, and had 
« Doctors not inferior to thoſe of Feruſalem itſelf. 
« Yea, from them proceeded the Chaldee Para- 
« phraſe, and that great Doctor and Patriarch of 
«© Rabbies, R. Hillel.“ 

About 520 Years before Chriſt the famous || Zo- 
roaſtres appear*d, who ſet on foot a Reformation, 
which ſoon 4 prevail'd all over Media, Bactria, 
Perſia, and wind ſpread further among the 
Parthians, Chowareſmians, the Arians, the Sacans, 


* Eſther viii. 17. 

+ Diſcourſe on Acts ii. 5. 

[| Newton's Chronology, p. 40. 

+ Prideaux's Connect. P. I. p. 316. Tenth Edit. 


and 
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and many other barbarous Nations. He taught 
that there is but one * GOD; that there will be a 
general Reſurrection and a Day of Judgment, 
wherein the Righteous will receive eternal Re- 
wards, and the Wicked be puniſh'd everlaſtingly : 
All which the Magian Sect in the Eaſtern Countries 
ſtedfaſtly maintain to this Day. Zoroaſtres was 
probably a + Few by Deſcent. Tis certain he 
was intimately acquainted with the ſacred Writings, 
and went upon a || Zewi/þ Platform. The Book 
of Religion which he ſer forth, is ſtill extant, and 
as Dr. Prideaux tells us, & in every Oratory and 
« Fire-Temple even to this Day there is a Copy 
« of it kept, (in the ſame manner as there is with 
<« us of the Bible in every Pariſh-Church,) out of 
e which at certain ſtated Times the Prieſts read a 
Portion of it to the People.” The ſame excel- 
lent Writer ſays further: 4 In this Book are 
found a great many Things taken out of the 
« Scriptures of the Old Teſtament. — For therein 
© he inſerts a great part of the Pſalms of David: 
«© He makes Adam and Eve to have been the firſt 
«« Parents of all Mankind, and gives in a manner 
ce the ſame Hiſtory of the Creation and the Deluge 
c that Moſes doth. — He ſpeaks therein alſo of 
« Abraham, Foſeph, Moſes, and Solomon, in the 
« ſame manner as the Scriptures do. And out of 
e a particular Veneration for Abraham, he call'd 
« his Book the Book of Abraham, and his Religion 
e the Religion of Abraham. — For the Name of 
. * Abraham hath tor a great many Ages paſt been 
„ had in great Veneration all over the Eaſt, and 
“ among all Sects, --—-- Not only the Jes, the 
« Magians, and the Mahometans, but the Sabians 
« alſo, and the Indians, (it the Brahama of the 


* Ibid. p. 304, 305. + Ibid. p. 305. + Ibid. p. 300. 
| Ibid. p. 3 10. $ Ibid. p. 317. + Ibid. p. 318. 
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« latter be Abrabam, as it is with good Reaſon 
+ ſuppos'd,) all challenge him to themſelves; as 
the great Patriarch and Founder of their — 
© Sects, every one of them pretending that their 
«© Religion is the ſame which Abraham profeſs'd, 
* and by his Reformation eſtabliſh'd among 
them; and to. reſtore this Reformation was all 
4 that Zoroaſtres, Mabomet, and the Author of 
<<. the Sabian Sect pretended to.“ 

During the Time of the Babyloniſh Captivity 
2 588. ] great Numbers of the Zews, who were 

t in the Holy Land, flying to * Zgypt forc'd the 
Prophet Jeremy along wich them, and diſpers'd 
themſelves all over ꝗ that Kingdom. In the t Year 
57 I before Chriſt, Nebuchadnexxar conquer'd Egypt: 
when the Zews were forc'd to change their Habita- 
tion once more, being carry*d Caprives to Babylon. 
Nevertheleſs ſome of them remam'd ſtill in 
« Egypt, where their Families ſpread conſidera- 
« bly.* About this Time there was great reſort- 
ing to Egypt. The moſt learned Men among the 
Grecians went thither in queſt of Knowledge: 
where they learn*d, as & Diodorus Siculus tells us, 
whatever made them famous in Greece; and fo 
many Fews being then in Egypt, *tis very likely 
they receiv'd thole Inſtructions from them, rather 


* Ter. xliii. 5, 7. + Jer. xliv. 1. 

+ Ste Mr. Marfhal's Chron. Tables. 

0 Baſgage's Hiſtory of the Jews, B. 6. c. 5. See alſo Iſa. xi. 11. 
Zach. x? 10. 
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than from the Egyptians. * Fuſtin Martyr, T. Eu 


ſebius, + Minucius Felix, &c. ſay, they - borro 1 


from the Books of Moſes: Which will be the more 
probable, if be it true, ( as there is || little doubt 
« but it is,” ) what & Clemens Alexandrinus and 
4 Euſebius tell us from Ariſtobulus the Jew, that 
the Hebrew Scriptures, or ** ſome Part of them at 
leaſt, were tranſlated into Greek ſo early as this. 
Thales was the Founder of Philoſophy in Greece; 
and his Doctrine, that Water was the Begin- 
* ning of all Things, and Gop that Mind which 
* form'd all Things out of Water;*' as it FT 
could not poſſibly be diſcover'd by Reaſon, ſo tis 


palpably the very ſame with what Moſes. relates: 


++ The Spirit of God moved upon the Face of the Wa- 
ters. Plato travelPd into Egypt, and by Conver- 
ſation with the |||| Zews, became better acquainted 
with the Perfections of the Deity, the Nature of 
the Soul, and the Origin of the Univerſe, - than 
moſt of the Philoſophers before him had- been. 
The learned Voſſius, having ſhewn the Abſurdity 
of the Opinion that Plato perſonally conferr'd with 


* Cohortatio ad Græcos, paſſim. 

+ Prop. Evang. I. 10, 11, 12, 13. 
F P. 16, 28. Edit. Pariſ. 

| Zenkin's Reaſonableneſs, V. I. p. 93. See alſo Mr. Vhiſton's 
Appendix to the Literal Accompliſhment of the Scripture Pro- 
phecies, p. 134, &c. 141, &c. | 

§ Strom. |. 1. p. 342. Edit. Pariſ. 

+ Prap. Evang. l. 9. c. 6. 1.13. c. 12. 

* Huet. Demonſtratio Evang. Prop. 4. cap. 12. 

+4 Milefttus Thales rerum initium aquam dixit: Deum autem 
eam mentem, quæ ex aqua cuncta formaverit. Eho, altior & 
ſublimior aquæ & ſpiritus ratio, quam ut ab homine potuerit in- 
veniri! a Deo traditum. Vides Philoſophi principalis nobiſcum 
penitus opinionem conſonare. Min. Felix. p. 15. 

Gen. i. 12. 

i Szillingfleet's Origines Sacræ, l. 3. c. 3. rPrideaux's Con- 
nect. Part I. p. 577. Kidder's Demonſtration, Part III. p. 247, &c. 
472, &c. | 


F the 


* 


. 
—äͤ Ao — Z ————— Ph - - * 
+ , : L 
— belt 


— 


WI ESE ͤÄ oe oc. er 
r N : . ; — 


_ * — - - _— 2 = _ > 
— 7 = - * — - * 3 - = 
1009738 =o: % = et G 4 — * F - IS << 
2 7 4 "— 2 1 C -& 1 * 7 — — — * 
5 5 -- — = „ 2 4 & * 


66 Obſervations on Mr. Cu uz 

the Prophet Feremy, goes on to obſerve: * «+ He 
«© might nevertheleſs read the Books of Moſes, if 
e there was any Tranſlation of them before that 
© of the Seventy 3 — And if there was none, 
yet ſtill he might have ſome Converſation with 
«© the Jews, and with others that had been in- 
« ſtructed by them.” Ariſtobulus the Jew affirms 
directly, . Plato copied from the Law of Moſes, 
4 and there is plain Evidence of his having ſearch'd 
«« diligently into all the Matters contain'd in it.“ 
To the ſame Purpoſe alſo + Zoſephus ſpeaks; and 
long before his Time Megaſthenes, a Pagan Writer, 
had witneſs'd in general concerning the Greeks, 
that || 4+ they borrow'd many of their Notions 
« from a certain People of Syria, call'd Fews.” 
Nay, Plato himſelf intimates as much: & We Greeks, 
ſays he, borrow from Barbarians, meaning the Jews, 
whom he had mention'd but juſt before under the 
Name of Syrians : And he frequently ſpeaks |. of 
Syrian and Phenician, i. e. Hebrew Fables, as the 


* Potuerit tamen legiſſe Moſen, ſi ante illam LXX. Seniorum 
tralationem, quædam ejus verſio exſtabat. Atque ut id non 
eſſet, tamen colloqui datum cum Hebræis, & ab his edoctis. 
Quod veriſimile facit, quæ in pleriſque eſt Platonis cum Moſe 
convenientia. Ger. Voſſ. de Philoſ. Sectis, pars 2. c. 2. f. 3. To 
the ſame Purpoſe Serranus remarks: Potuit certe Plato, dum eſſet 
in Ægypto, cum Judzis verſari, quorum ibi magna erat copia ex 
tranſmigrationis diſſipatione. Pref. ad Platonem. 

+ ®Sareev zn xammuaityory 6 Tana my Th n s voude- 

dig, Y ge es Ser weteipzas who Or rg F oy auth. Apud Euſeb. 

Præp. Evang. |. 13. c. 12. l. 9. c. 6. Clem. Alex. Strom. 1. 
342. 

{ Contra Apionem, l. 2. 

| "Ame wer Tor me ati ov orus eipmulva meg N apy ,-8 
aiuler x, agg. Tois *£4 EN grrompsnm. Ti wiv, me” 
leb is 7 Beg udarav: met, oy Th S Nod T7 tue 


Ida, Apud Clem. Alex. Strom. 1. p. 305. Exjeb. Prep. 


Evang. 1.9. c. 6. 

$ In Epinom. p. 703. See alſo in Cratyl. p. 268. 

J Serrani Prætat. ad Platonem. Gale's Court of the Gentiles, 
Part II. b. 3. c. 3. Shuckford's Preface to V. I. p. 54+ 


Ground 
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Ground of many of their Opinions. Origen tells 
us, * *twas Plato's Cuſtom to diſguiſe his choiceſt 
Notions by putting them in a fabulous Dreſs, that 
he might not give Offence to the Populace, by 
appearing to borrow from the Jews, whoſe pecu- 
liar Cuſtoms and Inſtitutes had ſubjected them to 
the III-will of other People. And Serranus fays, 
T Theſe Symbols Plato borrow'd from the Jeuus, 
as all the learned Fathers of the Church aſſert: 
* but he took care never to mention the Name of 
the Jews: And Plato himſelf acknowledges 

that t what the Greeks borrow*d, they beautify*d and 
put into a better Dreſs. *Tis a noted Saying of 
Numenius the Pythagorean, || What is Plato but 
« Moſes in Greek? And we learn from Theodo- 


ret, that not only this Numenius, but & Plutarch 


alſo, and Porphyry, and many others, witneſs'd 
that Plato, and before him, Pherecydes, Pythago- 
ras, Thales, and Solon receiv'd Inſtructions in The- 
ology from the Jeus dwelling in Egypt. Some 
time after, | Ariſtotle had frequent Converſation 
with a learned Zew in Myſia, and was inſtructed 
by him in many things, as Joſephus tells us from 
a Book of Clearchus, one of Ariſtotle's chiefeſt Scho- 


* Conf. I. 4. cont. Cel, p. 190. cum l. 7. p. 351, 352. 

+ Hzc vero Platonem ex Judzorum, i. e. Moſis & Propheta- 
rum doctrina hauſiſſe, omnis erudita Chriſtianorum doctorum 
vetuſtas cenſuit: illum vero a ſudæorum nomine de induſtria ab- 
ſtinuiſſe. Pref. ad Platonem. 

+ O. 7 mg av EN BC ονσ maigghdC nu, x Nor Tera 
eig NANO & e340 ovJau. In Epinom.. p. 703. 

|| Near: 5 Ilvdayzpa0 pincmp®@ dvlmeps yeuoe, i Y 
Ser Tladmwy N Moons 'ATliniCoy ; Clem. Alex. Stroin. I. I. p. 342. 
Suidas in NewnreG- | 

$ dae qr dure ov rw re £ mover Tag Arwiior, Md 

q mp ECpyior ͤ MN att F avis I A H $45. x) Tas ma - 
net why ICN N- 6 Bene, dStore Is x; Thoggder&, — 
x) wav TH x, Nuiev: & 6 Hubs e O-, x; ime) mag. The- 

edoret. de Fide, Serm. I. tom. 4. p- 466. 
+ Zoſeph. contra Apicn. |. 1. 
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lars. And hence perhaps proceeded that Simili- 
tude which there is (as * the Learned have often 
obſerv'd) in ſeveral remarkable Inſtances, between 
the Writings of ibis Philoſopher, and what Moſes 
and the Prophets teach. 

In the Year 320 before Chriſt, Ptolemaus Lag: 
took Feruſalem,- and carry*d away 100000 Fews to 
Alexandria, | where he allow'd them equal Privi- 
leges. with the Macedonians. In 291. Seleucus Ni- 
canor granted them the + Freedom of Antioch, and 
of above forty other Cities which he had built in 
Aſia and the lower Syria; where they || continued 
for above 3oo Years in a flouriſhing State. And 
the Scriptures being tranſlated about this Time 


by the Seventy into a Language generally under- 


ſtood, this made it the more eaſy for them to make 
Proſelytes; which they & did almoſt every where, 
and brought over great multitudes to their Reli- 

ion. 
4 When the Roman Empire ſprang up, we find 
the Zews were diſpers*d all over it. Cicero obſerves, 
that |. the Gold, which they ſent to Jeruſalem, 
was ſent from Haly and all the other Provinces of 
the Empire. Agrippa goes farther, ** telling them 


 ®- Ariſtobulus apud Clem. Alex. Strom. I. 5. p. 595. Aug. 
Steuch. Eug. de perenni philoſophia, 1. 4. c. 8, 9, 10, 12, 20. J. 9. 
c. 7. Selden de jure Nat. Gent. Heb, l. 1. c. 2. p. 14, 15, 23. 

+ Uſer. Annales, p. 418, 419. 

+ Uſer. Annales, p. 467. 

Foſeth. Antiq. 1.12. c. 3 
S Oavuarn Y wides ei mor nv nnirO & Te vetlhiea 
ie, mv]or 7 x7 TW oixeuirly 'Irdzioy x; oxCoutror d Ser, 
ing g am} © Ana; x) Euros, eis aur oviaptesv[wy an 
may meu Yegver. Joſeph. Antiq. I. 14. c. 12. Sec allo de 


Bello Judaico, 1. 2. c. 25. l. 7 c. 21 Acts vi. 9. 


+ Cum avrum, Judzorum nomine, quotannis ex Italia, & ex 
omnibus veſtris provinciis Hieroſoly mam exportari ſoleret, Flacc us 
ſanxit edicto, ne ex Aſia exportari liceret. Oratio pro L. Hacco. 
X * 1 2128 * , 0 * c * 
: Ov Y 6570 en I oltuuerns i prog, ö pul organ nunTigar 
£2@y. Fojefh, de Bello Jud. 1.2. c. 16, 


In 
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in his Oration to them, that there was not a Na- 
tion upon Earth, where ſome of their Brethren did 
not reſide. Philo ſays, that * One Country would 
not contain them; that they were diſpers'd 
* throughout the whole World, and liv'd in all 
* flouriſhing Cities, not much leſs in Number 
„ than the Inhabitants.” Szrabo alſo, as cited 
by ＋ Joſephus, witneſſes, that *twas no eaſy 
Matter to find out a Place of Note in the whole 


World, where the Jews had not got footing.” 


In Rome itſelt they were ſo numerous, that the 

took up a large Part of the + City beyond the 
Tyber : where they liv'd in the free Exerciſe of 
their Religion, and had their || Proſeuchz and Syn- 
agogues for divine Worſhip and hearing the 
Law: as they had alſo at & Theſſalonica, | Athens, 
_ ** Corinth, ++ Epheſus, tt Alexandria, and in 
all other Places, whither they were diſpers'd. 


Tacitus tells us, that Tiberius ſent $$ 4000 of the 


Fews out of Rome to Sardinia ; and from |... Sueto- 
nius we learn, that this was not the whole Number, 
that then liv'd in the City, but the young Men 
only, i. e. excluſive of old Men, Women, and 
Children. 

I have given this large Account of the Zewi/h 
Diſper/ions, to ſhew the more clearly the Ground- 
leſneſs of Mr. C*s Notion, that before Chriſt came, 
all the World, except the Zews, were in a State of 


* De Legat. ad Caium, p. 791. In Flaccum, p. 752. 

+ Antiq. Jud. I. 14. 6.12. © 

+ [as wv amed\gele The mar Ts Tic ipso le, uc Al 
+ Pawns Vet, Ws 8x HD xg Teri & clxepirhy we 
Jui o Philo de Legat. ad Caium, p. 785. 
| || Ibid. See alſo Dion. Caff. 1.60. Claud. 5. p. 669. | 


$ Acts xvii. 1. + V.i7. * Ch.xviii.4 H Ch. xix. 8. 


++ Philo de Legat. ad Caium, p. 784. 
Thilo in Haccum, p. 752. | 
$5 Annal. lib. 2. | 

Tt Lib. 3. C. 3% 


F 3 Nature, 
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Nature, ſtrifily ſo call'd, unavoidably deſtitute of the 
Aids of Revelation, and unequally and unfairly dealr 
with, as being debarr'd the Means of knowing the 
Duties and Motives of Religion, unleſs unaſſiſted Rea- 
ſon could tzach them. If all the Books of the Anti- 
ents were to be ranſack'd, I don't think it could be 
prov'd that any Nation or People whatever before 
the coming of Chriſt were, ſtrittly ſpeaking, in a 
State of Nature, and much leſs that they were 
inevitably fo, or ſhut out from all Acceſs to better 
Light. This perhaps may be ſuſpected of the 
Americans: But nobody can tell when America was 
frſt peopled, and from the comparative Paucit 

of the Inhabitants, when *rwas firſt diſcover'd, tis 
reaſonably thought not to have been peopled till 
long after the other Parts of the World were. No 
Evidence can be brought from themſelves to deter- 
mine this Point; ſince we are told, that the * eldeſt 
Accounts and Memoirs they have, do not exceed 
800 Years backwards. But what is moſt of all 
conſiderable, it appears from the remaining Tra- 
dition of the T Flood, their Belief of a Reſurrec- 
tion, and their uſing not only Sacrifices, but Cir- 
cumciſion alſo, Baptiſm, the Lord's Supper, ſome- 
thing very much like the Paſſover, || and ſeveral 
other peſilive Rites and Inſtitutions, that they were 
tar from being in a State of Nature. And as to the 
other Parts of the World, Mr. C. will find it diffi- 
cult to fix his Finger upon any Spot of it, and to 
ſhew that the Religion of the Inhabitants in any 
one Age betore Chriſt was neceſſarily the Religion 
of Nature only; and that they neither had, nor 
(which is the proper Point in Debate, fo far as the 


* $tillingfleet's Origines Sacræ, l. 3. c. 4. 
+ Patrick on Gen. vi. 17. Bedford's Scrip. Chron. p. 151. 
Het. Demonſt. Evang. Prop. 4. c. 7. Fenkin's Reaſona- 
Dieneſs, V. I. p. 105, 118, 119. Compare Bedford's Scripture 
Ehron. p. 203, 204, | * | : 
| Juſtice 
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Juſtice and Equity of God is concern'd,) could 
have the Advantage of Revelation, tho* they had 
ſincerely ſought after it. 

He goes on to obſerve, that Many Ages were 
„ paſt before the Chriſtian Revelation was given; 
* and ſince it has been given, it has been far from 
& prevailing all over the World; and conſequently 
* Multitudes of au Species have been very hardly 
e and unkindly dealt with.” P. 13. That Chrifti- 
anity has not prevail'd univerſally, is true; but tis 
ſomewhat ſtrange Mr. C. ſhould think it any thing 
to the Purpoſe. It does not prevail in any of the 
Mahometan Countries, Perſia, Turky, Morocco, &c. 
But then our Author ſhould have conſider'd, that 
the Mahbometans are as far from living in a State of 
Nature, as they are from being true Chriſtians. 
They retain a great Part of both Teſtaments; 
and beſide that, there are ſo many Millions of 
Chriſtians interſpers'd among them, that tis no 
ways unlikely they might eaſily enough find Means 
of Converſion, if they were ſincere Lovers of Truth, 
Suppoſe a C-——5s, a T-—4, anda T—- 1, with 
fifty more of the Fraternity, herding together in 
one of our Country-Villages; Chriſtianity could 
not be ſaid to prevail among them. But what 
then? Would it follow from thence, that their 
Reaſon ought to be a ſufficient Guide in Religion? 
or that they are unegqually and unkindly dealt with 
by Gov, if it is not? No certainly, unleſs Gon 
is oblig' d, either to make Reaſon ſtronger and 


more extenſive than, for ought appears, he has 


made it, or elſe to force Men to believe the Goſpel, 
whether they will or no. What Opportunities of 
being acquainted with the Chriſtian Revelation the 
People of Fapan, China, India, &c. have had, 
I ſhall not now ſay. This may be ſeen in the 
Hiſtorians, who have wrote of theſe Countries. 
| F 4 Me. 
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Mr. Langlet du Freſnoy has given a large Catalogue 
of them: from ſome of which Dr. Fentin has made 


a few Extracts, and Mr. Millar a great many, 


more, that are worth conſidering. I need only 
_ obſerve, that *tis but too true, Men may have 
Acceſs to Revelation, and know upon what Evi- 
dence it ſtands, and yet reſiſt that Evidence thro? 
Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs. As no Doubt can be 
made of this, let us ſuppoſe it to be actually the 


Caſe of the People of Fapan. According to Mr. 


C's Logick they are very unfairly dealt with, if 
their Reaſon is not a ſufficient Guide in Religion: 
And the Ground upon which he would prove it is 
only this; becauſe Chriſtianicy does not prevail in 
Japan: But whether this is not to charge Go Þp 
fooliſhly, and to ſet down to his Account the Faults 
of Mankind, let any one judge. 

By this time, I hope, you are pretty well con- 
vinc*d that your admir'd Author has fail'd in his 
Attempt. Tis evident enough, * He that 
* thinks to prove that tbe World ever did in fact 
* by Wiſdom know God, that any Nation upon 
« (Earth, or any Set of Men ever did, from the 
oh Principles of Reaſon only, without any Aſſiſtance 
% from Revelation, find out the true Nature and 
the true Worſhip of the Deity,” [and exhibited 
a fair and faultleſs Pandet + the moral Law, 
under the Sanctions of eternal Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments in the next Life,] “ muſt find out ſome 
« Hiſtory of the World entirely different from all 
* the Accounts which the preſent ſacred or pro- 

* phane Writers do give us.“ And if zo body in 

all Hiſtory is recorded, as having in fa# done this, 
Iam at a Loſs to gueſs how it can be prov'd, that 
all or any are ſufficiently qualify'd to do It. 


* S/z#ckford's Conne ion, Vol. J. p. 365. 
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And as to the other Point, that Reaſon. ought 10 
be ſufficient, there is no room for this Pretence, 


eicher where Men have had the Light of Revela - 
tion to ſupply the. Deficiency of natural Light, or 


where they might have had it, but ſhut their Eyes 
againſt it : one or the other of which has perhaps, 
in ſome meaſure at leaſt, been the Caſe of the 
whole World. Certain it is, *tis much eaſier to 
ſnew when ſuch and ſuch Nations had ſome Aſſiſt- 
ance from Revelation, and might have had; more, 
than to ſhew who were inevitably ſhut out from all 
Acceſs to it: Yet, Mr. C. affirming that Reaſon 


ought to be (what there is ample Ground from all 


Hiſtory to believe it is not; and what he can bring 
no Evidence to prove that it is, unleſs the Conſi- 
deration of the Divine Juſtice proves it,) a ſuffi- 
cient Guide in Religion, *tis incumbent on him to 
inſtance in ſome particular Set of People, and to 
prove that they will be injur'd and unfairly dealt 
with, ſuppoſing Reaſon to be inſufficient : And 
this can never be done, but by proving they are 
ſhut out, and that inevitably too, from the Advan- 
tage of ſupernatural Light: But whether Mr. C. 


will ever be able to make out this, tis eaſy enough 
to judge. | 


The Hottentot Nations are generally thought to 
come as near to Brutality, and to live in as much 
Ignorance and Stupidity as any; yet, by Kolben's 


Account, (who liv'd among them above ſeven 
Years : ſent thither by a Privy-Counſellor to the 
late King of Pruſſia, on purpoſe to make Obſer- 
vations, ) they are not left entirely to the Guidance 


of Nature; but have Remains of antient Revela- 
tions, however corrupted by a Mixture of Fable, 
and Figments of their own deviſing, left among 
them, I will tranſcribe a Paſſage or two, as 
Mr. Medley has given them in our own Langage: 

th cc * 


P 
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« It does not appear that the Hottentots have 
t any Inſtitution of Worſhip directly regarding 
e the ſupreme Gop. I never ſaw or could hear 
tc that any one of them paid any Act of Devotion 
c immediately to him. I have talk'd with them 
ce roundly on this Head, and endeavour'd to make 
« them ſenſible of the Folly and Abſurdity of 
© neglecting his Worſhip, while they worſhip 
% what they call Gods, that are inferior to, and 
«« dependant on him. But they will rarely reaſon 
« upon the Matter, or attend to any thing that is 
c ſaid upon it. The moſt ſenſible of them, when 
„ they are in Humour to anſwer on this Head, 
« will tell you the following very remarkable 
« Matter. That their firſt Parents ſo grievouſly 
« ſinned and offended againſt the Supreme Good, 
that he curs'd them and all their Poſterity with 
«« Hardneſs of Heart: ſo that they know little 
& of him, and have ſtill leſs Inclination to ſerve 
c him. The Reader, without Doubt, will be 
« aſtoniſh'd to hear of ſuch a Tradition as this 
« at the Cape of Good Hope. I aſſure him, the 
4 Hottentots have ſuch a Tradition, and that I 


* have deliver'd it here without the leaft Addi- 


« tion or Improvement of my own, beyond a 
« proper Turn of Words.“ : 

| vin uh + * The Hottentots ſay, their firſt Pa- 
t rents came into their Country thro* a Window 
« or Door-Paſſage, (the Word for both in the 
« FHottentot Tongue being the ſame:) that the 
<< Name of the Man was Nh, and of the Woman 
« Hingndh ; that they were ſent into their Country 
«© by Gop himſelf, whom they call Tikquoa ; 
c and that they taught their Deſcendants to keep 


* Kolben's Preſent State of the Cape of Good Hope, p. 94. 
+ Togo. p. 29. 5 a | 
„ Cattle, 
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«« Cattle, and to do a great many other Things. 
4 This Tradition, which prevails and is 
« carefully kept up in all the Hottentot Nations, 
looks extremely like a Fragment of the Story 
4 of Noah, who ſurviv'd the Flood, and who de- 
& ſcended by a Window or Door from the Ark, 
jn which he had ſurmounted it.” My Author 
 fays farther, that they make uſe of Sacrifices, 
that they undergo at a certain Time a ſort of Cir- 
cumciſion, and in ſeveral other Cuſtoms and Inſti- 
tutions reſemble the Jews: tho* they have no 
Memory of theſe People, of Moſes, or the Law. 
All which plainly proves that they are not in Strict- 
neſs in a State of Nature. | 

And indeed the Cuſtom of /acrificing having 
prevail'd univerſally over the Heathen World in 
all Ages, this alone is Ground enough to create a 
Suſpicion, that no People ever were entirely left 
to the Guidance of natural Light; but that, as 
our firſt Parents had the Advantage of Revelation, 
ſo ſome Remains of it have been handed down 
among their Deſcendants in every Age from their 
Time to this. . For otherways it is impoſſi- 
« ble, as a learned Author well argues, to give a 
«« fatisfaftory Account why we ſhould meet with 
«© the ſame in all Ages, in all Countries, from 
the Eaſt to the Weſt Indies, from Africa to 
« Scythia, and there find Men practiſing the ſame 
«© Pzacular Rites almoſt in an uniform Manner. 
If their Sacrifices were owing to the Gratitude 
or Reaſoning of the different Inhabitants, they 
«« would be as widely different as their Manners 
and Cuſtoms are; but when we find ſo man 
different People, that have no Intercourſe with 


* Ibid. p. 30, 110. 
+ Nicholl;'s Conference, P. II. p. 297. 
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76 _ Obſervations on Mr. CHUBB's 
« one another, doing exactly the ſame Things, 


* as if it were by Confederacy, killing the Sacri- 


, fice, burning the Fleſh, and that too upon an 
«© Altar by the Miniſtery of a Prieſt, and with 
*.an Opinion that their Sins are diſcharg'd by 
< that vicarious Puniſhment of the devoted Ani- 


*© mal, with many other like Circumſtances ; this 


* muſt needs prove they cauld not all jump upon 
c theſe Things by Chance, but had them deli- 
ce ver'd down to them by ſome antient Predeceſſor, 
© who was Progenitor to them all.” | 

Nay, tis probable enough, this was the true 


Origin of all moral and ritual Religion, and what- 


ever we find of both (ſo far as they were right 
and true,) in any Age of the World. They might 
be but the Remains of antient Revelations afforded 
to Adam, Abel, and others down to Noah, and 
from him tranſmitted thro? all Ages. We are too 
apt to be partial to our own Underſtandings, and 
aſcribe ſeveral Things to our own Invention, which 
we had the firſt Notices of from other People, 
and might never have known at all without ſuch 
Aſſiſtance. To this Purpoſe *tis well obſerv'd 
by Mr. Lock: Nothing ſeems hard to our 
© Underſtandings, that is once known. —— For 
« Knowledge being only of Truths that are per- 
« ceiv*d to be ſo, we are favourable enough to 
« our own Faculties, to conclude that they of 


their own Strength would have attain'd thoſe 


% Diſcoveries, without any foreign Aſſiſtance. —- 
He that travels the Roads now, applauds his 
« own Strength and Legs, that have carried him 


«© fo far in ſuch a Scantling of Time, and aſcribes 


* all to his own Vigour, little conſidering how 
„ much he owes to their Pains, who clear'd the 


Vol. II. p. 5341 e Woods 
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22 


—— — —— — 


Diſcourſe concerning R x As ox, &c. 77 
«© Woods, drain'd the Bogs, built the Bridges, 
t and made the Ways paſſable: without which 
t he might have toil'd much with little Progreſs. 
« A great many Things which we have been bred 
ce up in the Belief of from our Cradles, — we take 
| « for unqueſtionable obvious Truths, and eaſily 


« demonſtrable; without conſidering how long | 
« we might have been in Doubt or Ignorance of 
&© them, had Revelation been filent.”? 3 
But Reaſon in the preſent Argument is to be 
conſider'd abſtraFedly, in a State of Simplicity, 
naked and deſtitute of all Improvements by ſuper- 
natural Light. I will therefore conclude with the 
following Problem. Suppoſe a certain Number of 
| Infants, (fifty of each Sex,) but ſix Months old, | 
were convey*d to, and left upon a remote Iſland, 
and there ſuckled, as *tis fabled of the two Co- 
founders of Rome. Suppoſe farther, them and 
their Offspring for many Generations to live there, 
without any manner of Communication with the 
reſt of the World, or receiving any Revelation | 
from Gop. In this unhappy State of Nature, - 
hard put to it to provide Cloaths and Suſtenance, 4 9 
and deſtitute of a Language or Sounds fit for  _ * 
clear and ready Conveyance of their Conceptions 2 
to one another; How long would it be, ere they 
would have any Notion at all of Religion? How = 
many Years would elapſe, before they would find 
out by the Things that are made, that there is a 
Gop? And how many more ſtill, before they 
would have juſt Notions of his ſeveral Attributes 
or diſcover what Way of Worſhip is moſt ſuitable 
to his Eſſence; what Actions are moſt perfective 
of their own Nature, or moſt becoming their 
Relations to one another? Laſtly, How long 
would 1t be, ere they would be able to diſcover 
the Immortality of the Soul, and a certain Way 
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2 Reconciliation ih Go p, after 
iſpleas'd him by their Sins? For 
my part, I cannot believe, that any Set of Men 

in this Colony would ever be able tr do all this. 
Mach leſs can I get it into my Head, that any 
of the firſt Founders of it, ſurmounting all thoſe 
Difficulties which the greateſt Wits of Greece and 
Rome ſunk under, and advancing further in moral 


Science than Plato, Ariftotle, and Cicero did, would 


be capable of compleating fo great and excel- 
Jent a Work. He that thinks fit to build upon, 
or advance the oppoſite O * oblig'd to 
prove it. 


ein 


Your moſt Obedient Servant, 
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